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 At that time Jesus went through the grain fields on

He answered, “Haven’t you read what David did
when he and his companions were hungry? 4 He
entered the house of God, and he and his companions
ate the consecrated bread—which was not lawful for
them to do, but only for the priests. 5 Or haven’t you
read in the Law that the priests on Sabbath duty in
the temple desecrate the Sabbath and yet are
innocent?

 3

the Sabbath. His disciples were hungry and began to
pick some heads of grain and eat them. 2 When the
Pharisees saw this, they said to him, “Look! Your
disciples are doing what is unlawful on the Sabbath.”



6 I tell you that something greater than the temple is
here. 7 If you had known what these words mean, ‘I
desire mercy, not sacrifice,’ you would not have
condemned the innocent. 8 For the Son of Man is Lord
of the Sabbath.”

 Interaction – like media on election campaign
 Jesus’ response ‐ he wants to establish his authority to

determine how Sabbath is to serve in the overall
breaking in of heaven to earth
 The passage he chooses (1 Sam. 21) ups ante
 Parallel to David (anointed but not yet enthroned)

 As temple overrides Sabbath so he and his mission

replaces the temple
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 Times of great change lie ahead for the church in the

 Ways to approach:

western world

 Analytic versus Meditative

 Nominalism is collapsing
 The church will be smaller but much more committed

 Who do you want to be in the story?
 What about the Pharisees?
 Zealous, popular, non‐elite, prophetic, embracing of both
written / oral law)
 They longed for heaven to come to earth and saw the law as
a gift to that end.
 Yet in their zeal to preserve tradition (life), they lost sight of
the trajectory of God’s story culminating in Jesus

 These younger, passionate followers of Jesus will need

to discern how to bring the presence of Jesus into a
vastly different context
 Our ‘temples’ (traditions / interpretations,

contextualizations of what it means to follow him) will
be challenged (new wineskins: how does story go /
what does church look like)
 We will need many Acts 15 conversations!

 Our great challenge in the coming years will be

 We can’t do it alone – only together can we navigate

having the discernment to know how to keep Jesus at
the center of our story and to know what / when to
preserve / discard
 For those of us who are older: we are the “guardians”
of traditions that have brought life yet we must
constantly distinguish between wine and wineskins
 For those younger: we need to know the difference
between being a thermometer and a thermostat

the challenges and seize the opportunities that lay
before us!
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