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PENNIES AND SPARROWS     
CENTRAL SAINT JOHN COMMUNITY MINISTRY NEWSLETTER BY TERENCE AND JASMINE CHANDRA 

It is easy to tell that Christmas is coming: the lights on the streets, the store displays, the decorated houses, and even the 
weather this year all tell us that December 25th is approaching rapidly. There are also concerts, parades, Christmas 
movies on Netflix, and many other events all calling us to “get into the spirit.”  But the advent of Christmas - preparing to 

recognize the coming of Christ in our world and in our lives - tends to be a much more subtle affair— sometimes, barely 
noticeable. Like a baby slowly growing inside of a poor young girl, something stirs in us, reminding us of a greater hope 
and a greater truth. How many times do we have to stop in the middle of the hustle of this season to reflect on what the 
point of it really is? How many times do we have to steel a moment of stillness and quiet to connect with a God who is 
always reaching for us— pausing, like Mary, to feel the baby’s movements? In our work as Central Saint John Community 
Ministry, we’d like to offer flashy news and bright lights of all the wonders we accomplish. The truth, however, is that what 
we actually see are small movements, sometimes only noticeable when we pause and listen—  all due to the One who is 
working in and through our community. We see it when members from our drop in begin to share about the deeper things 
that affect them; when a woman in recovery teaches others about praying; when those who have been through immense 
difficulty and pain start looking to help others. So as we share the news of what we have been up to, we want to give 
praise to God whose immense love is evident in even in the smallest and least noticeable of ways.       


Terence and Jasmine Chandra
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What’s New at Central Saint John Community Ministry: 

Lead Now!   Starting January 19th a select group of kids from our neighbourhood will take on the 
challenge of being leaders in our community.  As part of a program that Jasmine designed called 
Lead Now! they will be visiting 8 different non-profits and will choose to partner with one of these 
organizations on a fundraising, volunteering, or advocacy project.  We look forward to working with 
the 8 organizations (Saint John Inner City Youth Ministry, Outflow, Creative Connections, the 
Community Food Basket, ACAP, YWCA, Fresh Start and Elizabeth Fry Society) and our other 
community partners. 


Bible Studies for Students of English as a Second Language (ESL)  Last Spring, Terence invited the 
students of his Intermediate English Class to attend a Tuesday evening Bible Study— a Bible Study 
that would allow participants to practice their conversation skills, expand their vocabulary, hone 
their grammar and, of course, learn more about the scriptures.  At first, the group consisted mostly 
of Christians from South America but, eventually, they were joined by new guests from Asia and 
Africa.  This Fall, a Chinese couple started attending but were unable to keep up with the Tuesday 
evening time slot. They suggested that another bible study be offered at a different time.  This 
resulted in the birth of a second English Language Bible Study— this one meeting at the Saint John 
Public Library each Saturday afternoon at 1:00.  Amazingly enough, this second Bible Study Group 
consists largely of people from cultures with little or no exposure to the Bible. It’s amazing to see 
how surprised and excited they are by the word of God!  Special thanks go out to our friend Steve 
Owens— a lover of both language and the scriptures— who helps Terence teach the class. This 
ministry wouldn’t be possible without him!  


Art of Prayer 2   On November 7th Jasmine completed an 8 week prayer program at Sophia House. 
Those who attended practiced praying with beads, journaling exercises, prayer walks, praying with 
music, and praying through art. Some prayed out loud for the first time.  One woman had a 
breakthrough moment in prayer where she realized how she could connect to her estranged 
daughter.  Many experienced a more profound connection to God and learned  new ways of praying 
that will help to sustain that deeper connection well into the future.. 
Due to the request of the program director and other women at 
Sophia House, there are now plans to run the program again after 
Christmas. 
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Terence’s English 
Language Bible Studies 
continue to attract a mix 

of new and recent 
immigrants. There are 

now two groups 
meeting on a weekly 

basis. 

Women from Sophia 
House out on a 

prayer walk
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Ongoing Ministries 

Community Drop In  Our weekly, Thursday afternoon drop-in program 
has allowed us to connect with a number of people from our 
neighbourhood— people whom we see, not only on Thursday 
afternoon, but throughout the week.  Recently, Jasmine took Sam and 
Naomi to a community super hosted by another church where she ran 
into a couple of people whom she knew from our Drop In. One held her 
place while she went to get food.  Another entertained Naomi in the 
line up when she was starting to fuss and another cleared their plates. 
Those who attend our Drop-in have become our close friends— people 
who, when we see them on the street, greet us and who are, in turn, 
greeted with joy.   Thanks to Anthea and Marny for the delicious baking 
that feeds the group, and to Rick, Mary, Pam, and Marny for bringing 
joy, peace, and laughter each week. A shout out to Rick, Steve, Bob, 
Wayne, Brenda, Jason, Sean, Charlie, Danny, and the other regulars 
who make this weekly time so special. 


Youth Discipleship Group— This group is essentially a continuation of the Confirmation Class that 
Terence offered last year.  Instead of disbanding after the participants were confirmed, the group 
has continued to meet throughout the fall. They get together each Thursday evening either on the 
second floor of Trinity Church or in the home of the Chandra’s to discuss some aspect of the 
Christian life, pray and play board games. So far, Terence is the reigning champ of a game called 
“Sequence”— a title that he hopes to hold well into the New Year. 


Youth Connection  This group has had its ups and downs this fall and we feel that we are in a time 
of transition as the older kids move on to high school and face new challenges. While there are 
fewer participants than in the past, those who attend speak of the value this group has in their lives 

and we have a couple ideas of how to ‘reboot’ this program. 


The Emmaus Way   The “Emmaus Way” is a program that we have 
designed that creates teams of support around individuals/families 
who are struggling with poverty, addictions or illness (in short, 
people whose lives are currently unstable). Instead of having to bear 
their burdens alone, they are surrounded by a team of friends who, 
in addition to meeting with them on at least a monthly basis, help 
them with basic challenges of life (e.g., getting to doctor’s 
appointments, caring for children, making and circulating resumés, 
etc). So far, two Emmaus Way groups have been formed to help (1) a 
woman coping with Parkinson’s disease and (2) a single mom who is 
struggling to make ends meet. These support groups are proving to 
be very beneficial. We are grateful to all the volunteers who are 
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“A meal fills the 
belly; a meal 

among friends also 
sustains the soul.  
An organization 

provides services; 
a community 

fosters fellowship.” 
GREG PAUL OF SANCTUARY 

MINISTRIES

Thank you to Trinity Church 
for the use of their 2nd floor 

space where our Drop In, ESL 
Bible study, and Youth 
programs take place. 
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providing care and support through visits, transportation, helping with small and big tasks, and 
most importantly giving the gift of love and care. By July 2019, our hope is to launch at least 2 more 
of these Emmaus Way support teams. 


Volunteering in the Community   This Fall, Terence has continued his involvement with Elementary 
Literacy Friends (ELF)— a Provincial Program that pairs adult tutors with 2nd graders struggling with 
literacy. Since early October, he has helped to tutor a boy from a refugee family who, although fluent 
in his native language, is having an understandably difficult time trying to master reading and writing 
in a new one. This student has been very diligent and has even moved up a reading level since his 
tutoring began. Terence continues to teach an Intermediate English Class for adults at the Saint 
John Multicultural and Newcomers Resource Centre (SJMNRC). The class allows him to teach 
grammar, vocabulary and pronunciation to newcomers from all over the world. He also attends the 
Saturday Social— an English Language conversation group hosted by the public library and 
organized by SJMNRC.  


Prayer Support   Please pray for the English Language Bible Study Groups that the Holy Spirit 
would touch the lives of those who attend and that they would come to know the close presence of 
Christ in their lives. 


Financial Update  We continue to feel extremely blessed to be doing this work in Saint John. It is 
made possible by contributions from the Diocese of Fredericton, Stone Church, and donations from 
individuals and congregations. Each year we have about $50,000 to raise through donors. Our most 
recent financial update shows that we have $13,000 pledged to come in and $26,000 more to raise 
by June 30th 2019.  If you feel that our ministry is one that you would like support financially you 
can do so by contributing to Central Saint John Community Ministry VIA the Diocese of Fredericton. 
Donations can be made online through Canada Helps (just go to the Canada Helps Website - 
search for the Diocese of Fredericton and select Central Saint John Community Ministry from the 
drop down tab). Cheques can be made out to the Diocese of Fredericton with Central Saint John 
Community Ministry in the memo line. The address of the Diocese is 115 Church Street, Fredericton 
NB, E3B 4C8 and their phone number is: (506) 459-1801. 


CONTACT US: Phone: (506) 721-8053                                                                                           
Email: jasminechandra@gmail.com.                                                                                                 
Mail: 181 Charlotte Street Apartment #220 Saint John NB E2L 0C7.                                                            
Blog: penniesandsparrows.org
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The kids continue to grow like crazy - Sam is enjoying grade 
2, hockey, and piano. Naomi is walking and running and 
doing what she can to keep up with her brother. They are 

blessed to be able to enjoy time with both sets of 
Grandparents: Steve and Barbara Shantz who now live in 

Saint John and Una and Jim Chandra who recently relocated 
from Fredericton to Woodstock NB. 


