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New bighop to Say course

BY ANA WATTS
Archdeacon Claude Miller, our
coadjutor bishop-elect, embraces
thevision of the diocese asarticu-
latedinsynods
2000and 2001
andwill usehis
experience
and skills to
help the dio-
cesestay onthe
successful
course already
set to realize that vision.

His consecration on June
23 will be just one of the many
significant milestones has has
passed in his 58-year journey
through life — baptism, confir-
mation, marriage, graduations,
ordinations, evenappointmentsas

<5

canonof Christ Church Cathedral,
archdeacon of Chatham, execu-
tive assistant to the bhishop and
diocesan archdeacon. On May 23
hewill receiveaDoctor of Minis-
try degreefrom Bangor Theol ogi-
cal Seminary.

The degree milestone is a
deliberategoal. Heenrolledinthe
seminary in August of 2000. Most
morningshegetsupat 5:30toread
and study. By 8:000' clock heisat
his desk across the hall from
Bishop William Hockin's at the
Synod OfficeinFredericton. When
thebishop announced hisimpend-
ing retirement last fall, Archdea-
con Miller was immediately ap-
proached by several people to let
hisnamestand for coadjutor. They
recognized in him the same gifts

and qualities Bishop Hockin saw
when he chose him as his execu-
tive assistant — deep and abiding
faith, knowledge of the diocese
and giftsfor organization and ad-
ministration, aswell astherespect
and trust of the clergy.
Thosewho approachedhim
saw him as a natura choice for
bishop. He wasn't quite so sure.
“1 eventually agreed to let
my name stand, but it was after
several months of conscientious
and prayerful consideration.”
Therewereall kindsof bigreasons
to refuse — long hours, immense
responsibility, endlesstravel —but
the reasons that nearly tipped the
balanceweresmall ones. Hisgrand-
children. He knows as bishop he
won't beableto spendasmuchtime

FRONT AND CENTRE

Exquisitely wrought altar frontals stored in Bishop Medley's chest at Christ Church Cathedral were
the focus of a lot of media attention when they were unpacked during recent renovations. Above, CBC
cameraman Ed Hunter zoomsin on the embroidery as Dean Keith Joyce (right) points out a signifi-
cant detail to cathedral verger Hank Williams. See stories on pages 6 & 7,

Hnd figuresbeter than expected

Final diocesan budget figures for
2002 show asurplusof $76,000. At
ameeting of the Board of Finance
on April 8, $25,000 of the surplus
was allocated to the Diocesan De-
velopment Fund for Y outh Minis-
try Capital Funding and a further
$4,000 went to Camp Brookwood
for the purchase of some desper-
ately needed mattresses.

“ Several factorscontribute
to this encouraging result,” says
Canon Fred Scott, the diocesan

treasurer. “Number one is, of
course, parish support. The Bish-
ops Appeal raised $65,000 of our
$78,000 target, and parish assess-
ments came in at $760,000, the
same as 2001. Missions were
$530,000.”
Reductionsinbenefitsplan
costsfor the diocese were ancther
magjor factor. “We made a deci-
sion to change carriers for the
health and dental plan and thecost
savingwasin theareaof $30,000.

We will lose some of those sav-
ings next year, however, sincethe
premium on the plan is going up
by 28 per cent.”

Tighter cost controls and
|ower thananticipated expenditures
aso contributed to the surplus.

“Clergy relocations were
under budget by $19,000, Mission
Grantswere under by $18,000and
overal program was under by
about $25,000.” Budgeted support

See Donations on page 2

with them as he does now.

In the end it was the
thought of continuing the amaz-
ingwork begun by BishopHockin
that convinced him to accept the
nomination of the Rev. Howard
Anningson of Grand Manan and
Ms. DeboraKantor of Cambridge
Narrows.

“1 am excited that perhaps
thosewho voted for me on March
15 saw the same thing. Working
with Bishop Bill hasgiven mean
insight and appreciation for the
reality of the church in our dioc-
esan context.”

The2000 and 2001 synods
identified: stewardship, youth,
struggling parishes and Christian
formation as diocesan priorities.

“We're in the early stages

in addressing the four issues that
constitute our vision for the dio-
cese. Through consultation and
participation we have taken some
initiatives that have borne fruit,
but we'rereally still inthe embry-
onic stages. We have to give our-
selves time to accomplish our
goals. We haveto remain focused
on our ministry and vision.”

A $76,000 surplus in the
2002 diocesan budget i stestimony
to the success of the stewardship
initiative (seestory below), and as
it grows and matures so will the
mission of the diocese.

This year is dedicated to
the youth of the diocese and is
effectively building a youth con-
stituency as well as encouraging
See Spiritual formation, page 4

River valley parishes
vote to amalgamate

OnMarch 30, threeparishesinthe
lower St. John River Valley voted
topetitionBishopWilliamHockin
to begin the three month process
of amalgamation. A fourth parish
opted out of the the arrangement.

Parishioners meeting in
K etepec, Grand Bay andWestfield
votedinfavour of theformation of
asingle new parishfor theregion.
Vestry intheParish of Greenwich,

which participated in the regional
Parish Partnership in Ministry
Project, voted in favour of amal-
gamation with the other parishes,
but members of the congregation
voted 61 per cent against it.

The four parishes have
worshipped together on a couple
of occasions sincethe partnership
project began in 2001. The three

See New parish on page 2

Ocean lagoons, dehumanizing
camps, monkeyson theroad
... columnist seesit dl

NB Anglican columnist and PWRDF board member Marian Lucas
Jeffriessent thefollowing brief report fromSri Lanka at theend of her
PWRDF tour of India and i Lanka. The group was exploring the
impact of the absence of peace on women'’s lives.

| am back in Colombo Sri Lankathismorning. Start hometomorrow.
Havehad anamazingtrip. My room looksout over the Bay of Bengal .
Had supper last night inavery swanky hotel out on the patiowatching
the waves crash against the breakwater. We have traveled alot and
were swimming in the Indian Ocean yesterday morning. Also swam

See Feeding the tigerson page 2
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Continued from page 1
amal gamati ng pari shesworshipped
together on Good Friday and plan
to continue worshiping together
regularly asthey work toward con-
struction of anew facility.

“The people of these par-
ishesfeel like acommunity when
they aretogether, and they want to
continueto beacommunity,” said
Bishop Hockin. “They are look-
ing for aproperty for anew, larger
church that will accommodate
themall, but inthe meantimethey
will find a place to worship to-
gether, even if it is in a school
auditorium.”

Among the many commu-
nity buildingactivitiesundertaken
by the people of the Lower St.
John River Valley in their prepa-
ration for amalgamation was a
Parish School of Prayer. It was
held at the Westfield School on
March 22 and led by the Rev.
Christopher McMullen of the Par-
ish of Lancaster, whoisalso dioc-
esan representative of the Angli-
canFellowshipof Prayer. Through
song and prayer, men and women
from the parishes of Ketepec,
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Grand Bay, Westfield and Green-
wich personally addressed their
relationship with God and dis-
pelled any mystery onhow to pray
and strengthen the spirit. The day
revolved around learning how to
pray and understanding the value
and power of prayer.

Not only was it enjoy-
able, it was educational, and
several friendships were se-
cured and new oneswere made.
(To arrange a similar program
inyour parish, contact the Rev.
Christopher McMullen at 506-
635-8145 or e-mail:
goodshep@nb.sympatico.ca.)

The Ven. Claude Miller,
whowasrecently el ected coadj utor
bishop, chairs the partnership
project. The parishes began by
exploring their options, then went
ontoidentify theassets, resources
and facilitiesthey could offer toa
jointfacility. Thethird stageof the
project involved presenting the
informationto theindividual con-
gregationsand askingthemtovote
on the feasihility of the project.

Withthat approval inhand,
community building began, in-
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Seen here voting on amalgamation of the Lower River Valley Par-
ishes are members of the Parish of Westfield, left to right: the Rev.
Don Trivett, priest-in-charge; Linda Peacock; Eleanor Dryden;
Terry Bond; and Craig Patstone. The parishes of Ketepec, Grand
Bay and Westfield voted in favour of amalgamation. The parish of

Greenwich opted out.
cluding the preparation of avision
for anew parish .

Under Canon XX, Amal-
gamation, Division or Setting off
of Parishes, the vote on March 30
and the bishop’ s agreement to the
establishment of a new, amalga-

mated parish, paves the way for
the creation of a shell parish cor-
poration and appointment of arec-
tor for the new parish.

“1 expect anew parishwith
anew vestry to be established by
July 1,” says Archdeacon Miller.

Frightening checkpoints with armed soldiers became routine

Continued from page 1

in a lagoon the evening before.
That wasalso beforel learned that
it has crocodiles in it. Oops. We
have seen so many thingsthat peo-
pledo not normally see, including
the dehumanization of thewelfare
camps full of displaced Tamils.
We spoke with the leadership of
theTamil Tigers(yeswearefeed-
ingtheTigers), and drovethrough
very scary check points. Eventu-
ally wegot so used to them, found
ourselves sipping Fanta pop that

wepurchased at the snack bar next
door, run by soldiers with ma-
chine guns.

Also met some wonderful
people, like the old man who can-
not find hisland after thirteenyears
away. Another old man told us
about theday they cameandkilled
all thekids.

Wewent to somevery spe-
cial places— | got to stand under
the tree where Buddha was en-
lightened and we visited somere-
ally neat temples. At onewewere

al blessed by a Hindu priest. We
al sosaw Buddhist monksfromtime
totime. Onewasat theairport. We
saw himtuck hiscell phoneintohis
robes. Hmmm. That sort of took
away theromance of it al.

Theweather isunbearably
hot, but considering the snow at
home we don't expect much sym-
pathy. Monkeysrunin front of us
acrosstheroad aswedriveandthe
best place to see elephants is the
dump, where they forage.

Today we do reflection,

Eucharist, someshoppingandhave
supper with the bishop. Tomor-
row we start home.

Another old man
told us about the
day they came
and killed all the
kids.

Donations
help too

continued from page 1
for a Camp Medley fund-raiser
account for most of the program
savings. The project will eventu-
ally go ahead, however.

The good financial news
doesn’t stop with the budget sur-
plus. Individuals made contribu-
tions to the diocese in 2002 in
support of severa initiatives. They
included $25,000 for youth work;
$15,000 in a memoria trust to
fund a personal spiritual develop-
ment program; $3,000 for lay
ministry programslikelayreaders,
Definitely Not Synod and bible
study video production. These
funds are being held in escrow
until they are needed, as is the
$19,000 raised at the 2002 Bish-
ops Dinner. The Bishop’s Dinner
funds will be taken into the 2003
budget to help fund the diocesan
youth director position.

Donations have also been
received towardsthe$87,000 por-
tion of the Residential Schools
Settlement to be raised through
parish and individua donations.

“About six parishes have
donated and probably the same
number of individuals. | think
were at about $9,000 right now,
and that's without any direct re-
quest. We will be embarking on a
“non-campaign” in that regard
shortly, and | have no doubt the
$87,000 will be raised,” says
Canon Scott.

The Mew Frunswick
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ENGAGEMENTS
May 7
Deanery Meeting
Blackville

May 15
University of King’s College
Halifax

May 24
Mothers’ Union Rally
Saint John

May 25
Parish of St. Peter's 11 a.m. *

May 29
Christ Church Cathedral

June 1
Parish of Marysville 9:30 & 11
a.m.

*Denotes Confirmation

Appointments

The Rev. William
Sheppard is appointed rector of
St. Alban’s Church, Dartmouth,
inthe Diocese of Nova Scotiaand
Prince Edward Idand, effective
June 15. He leaves the Parish of
Central Kings, wherehehasserved
since 1991.

The Rev. George Eves
was appointed priest-in-charge of
the Parish of Gondola Point on
May 1. He will also continue to
teachattheChurch Army’sTaylor
Collegein Saint John.

A
From the Bishop

TheChristianwriter JacquesEllul
puts hisfinger on what hefeelsis
the long-term weakness of the
Christian Churchinthewest—"a
failure to live in any distinctive
way to thewaysof lifeon offer in
the wider culture.” Ellul suggests
that therediscovery of agenuinely
Christian way of life, rather than
just getting our doctrine right, is
thekey to therebirth of Christian-
ity inthe western world. But how
do we do that? What are some of
the guidelines by which we can
livein such away to demonstrate
a difference in our lives and in
lifestyle?

Of all the liturgical forms
that arefamiliar to Anglicansthese
days, noneexpressesChrigtianlife-
stylemorethan doesthebaptismal
covenant in the services of bap-
tismand confirmationinthe Book
of Alternative Services. The sec-
ond part of the baptismal covenant
consists of five questions put to
the candidates and to the congre-
gation on those occasions. They
are five questions that describe
Christian lifestyle — that having
been baptized or confirmed, or

Faith that makes a difference

having madeadeclaration of faith,
these are guidelines for how we
liveit out in our daily lives.

First: “Will you continue
with the apostles doctrine, the fel-
lowship, the breaking of bread, and
the prayers?” Roughly trandated
that means. will you be here next
Sunday, and will you do it again?
Will you come to church, will you
come to Alpha, will you come to
regular Holy Communion, daily
prayer, Biblereading?Will youstay
with the church, continue in your
supporting of it, and grow in your
faith? As Woody Allen once said
“80 per cent of life is first just
showing up.” Wdll that's a dight
over smplification, butitisaplace
to start. Will you continue?

Second: “Will you perse-
vere in resisting evil, and when
you fall into sin repent and return
to the Lord?" Watch out for the
voicesthat tell you that it's some-
oneelse' sjobtobegood; thevoices
that tell you that no one iswatch-
ing, and that you can do what you
want. The word persevere means
saying “no” to wrong. When you
domessup, whichweall do, there
is this time of grace whereby we
canreturnand repent beforeaGod
who forgives, restores and gives
second chances. As Oscar Wilde
said “every saint has a past, and
every sinner has afuture.”

Third: “Will you proclaim
by word and example the Good

News?’ | believethat startsat home
by sharing with our children and
grandchildren what a difference
faithin Christ makesin our lives—
— being honest about our ques-
tions and our doubts, as well as
sharing our certainties, and where
we go to get the answers. By ex-
ample we demonstrate how we
continue, howwepersevere. | used
tosay that whenit cametoevange-
lism, Anglicans were like the
MacK enzie River —frozen at the
mouth most of theyear. Well, that
doesn’t work anymore. A silent
faith maybe a safe faith, but it is
not an effective faith.

Fourth, “Will you serve
others, loving your neighbour as
yourself?’ Statistics show that
volunteerismin Canada, and even
Maritime Canada is on the de-
cline. They also show avery close
connection between volunteerism
and Church-going. By and large,
the people who canvass for good
causes, who volunteer with Meals
on Wheels, and who are generous
in their financial support of com-
munity projectsareledto do so by
a Christian conscience. Being too
busy to volunteer and to servethe
community is a contradiction in
terms. Eugene Kennedy once
wrote “big-hearted people have
learned to give up something of
themselvesin order to makeroom
for other peoplein their lives.”

Fifth, “Will you strive for

justice and peace, respecting the
dignity of every human being?’
That means that we, the Church,
and we, as Christians, have to be
on the side of the poor, the weak,
the vulnerable, the young — not
just with hand-outsand nice plati-
tudes, but wanting for them every
right and dignity that we enjoy.
That can get usinto trouble some-
times, butasMa colmMuggeridge
once wrote “it's only dead fish
that go with the stream.”

It seemsto methat itisin
thecontinuing, inthe persevering,
in the proclaiming, in the serving,
andinthe striving that we become
different people. These five ac-
tivities, by God’ sgrace, aremeans
to theformation of Christian char-
acter, away of demonstrating to
theworld and to our families, that
Godisalive, andthat Hispresence
in our lives can make a world of
difference.

All five questions seek the
response* | will,withGod' shelp.”
It is only by His grace and His
presence in our lives that we can
please Him, but please Him we
must.

William Hockinis
Bishop of Fredericton

Diocesan Briefs

WHAT' s IN IT FOR ME?
Bishop George Lemmonwill lead
amission by that namein the Par-
ish of Musquash June 8-10. For
details contact Capt. Donna
McPherson, (506) 659-2206.

VocaTions Day
Representatives of the Atlantic
School of Theology, Wycliffe
College(Toronto), andtheChurch
Army will makepresentationsat a
Vocations Day at Cathedral Me-
morial Hall in Fredericton on Sat-
urday, June 14. Itisan opportunity
for men and women within the
diocese who feel they may be
called to ordained ministry to ex-
ploretheprocess. Thereisnocom-
mitment attached to attendance.
People are encouraged to come
even if the call is still just an ink-
ling or awhisper.

The day is the third of its

kind since 1999. For details con-
tact the Synod Officeat (506) 459-
1801.

VoTE POSTPONED

A final vote to pursue amalgama-
tion of the parishes of Saint John
(Trinity Church) and St. Paul in
the city of Saint John has been
postponed until June. Thecongre-
gations both voted in favour of
pursuing talks of amalgamation
latelast year and expectedto make
afinal decision in February. In-
stead, they have entered an inten-
tional community building phase
facilitated by Bill Gerhardt of
Shediac, who has helped several
parishes, including the lower St.
JohnRiver valley parishes, through
similar exercises. They expect to
come to a consensus and develop
a mission statement by the June
vote.

Passages

Reta Whittaker, widow of the
Rev. H. Allen Whittaker, died at
the Saint John Regional Hospital
on March 23. She served with
her husband in the Parishes of
Restigouche, Kingston and
Greenwich. She also helped to
build, literally, St. Mary and St.
Bartholomew’s Church in Saint
John. Her funeral was held at
that church. She was buried be-
sideher beloved AlleninFernhill
Cemetery.

Audrey Norman, widow of the
Rev. Macolm Norman, died in
Kingston, Ont. on March 16. She
served with her husband in the
Parishes of Loch Lomond, Plas-
ter Rock and McAdam. Her fu-
neral was held at the Church of
theGood ShepherdinKingston, a
churchsheandher husbandhelped
to build, and where she was a
long-time choir mistressand GA
leader. Shewill beburiedwithher
husband in St. John's, Nfld.

Bighopto offer prayas reamarks
a Rignt to Lifefundraser

Bishop William Hockinwill offer
an opening prayer and brief re-
marksat thethird annual Focuson
Lifebenefit dinner for Fredericton
Right ToLifeonMonday evening,
May 26 at the Fredericton Inn.
Fred Hazel, former Editor-
in-Chief of the Telegraph Journal
and Evening Times Globe will
offer the keynote address, and
Monsignor Brian Henneberry will
represent  Bishop  Faber
MacDonald of Saint John. Sandra
McMullin of Brunswick Street
Baptist Church will offer a testi-
mony on her experiencewithadop-

tion, and jazz Duo De Vries will
providemusical entertainment for
the evening.

Proceeds of the dinner go
toward the purchase of television
ads aimed primarily at young
women ages 18-34 who may be
considering an abortion. The ads
areproducedintheUSand tagged
with a 1-800 number that will re-
fer the young women to support-
ive organizations in the
Fredericton area.

“We feel women are not
awaysawareof theservicesavail-
able to them locally,” says Peter

Ryan, who chairsthe dinner com-
mittee. AccordingtoRighttoLife
satistics, of the 1,100 abortions
performed in New Brunswick last
year, nearly 800 wereperformedin
Fredericton; closeto 300 at the Dr.
Everett Chalmers Hospital and
about500at theMorgantaler Clinic.

TheRight to Life Associa
tion uses a media buyer to ensure
the best rates and times for its an-
nual campaign, whichlastsfor about
twoweeksand costsabout $35,000.
Cost of the dinner is $50/plate.

For information and reserva
tionscontact Susanat (506) 459-8990.

Consecration set for St.

Note change of date
from June 24 to

June 23

Coadjutor bishop-elect Claude
Miller will be consecrated at 7
p.m. on Monday, June 23 at St.
Dunstan’s Roman Catholic
Church in Fredericton. A recep-
tion will follow at the Monsignor
Boyd Community Centre, which
is part of the St. Dunstan’s com-
plex. The consecration was origi-
nally scheduled for June 24, the
feast of St. John the Baptist.

A committee, chaired by

Archbishop Harold Nutter, is in
place to prepare for the service.
DeanKeith JoyceandtheRev. Dr.
Barry Craig are responsible for
the order of service. Cathedral or-
ganist Michael Caponisincharge
of music. The Revs. Patricia
Drummond and lan Wetmorewill
arrange seating in the sanctuary,
coordinate rooms for vesting and
liaisewiththedeanregarding aco-
lytes and crucifers. David Crowe
will acquire ushers, arrange for
the seating of special guests and
the genera public in the nave.
Charles Davies and Phil

Dunstan's

Lyons of the cathedral will ar-
rangeall thenecessary transporta-
tionfor theevent. Wendy Brienis
in charge of food and flowers at
the reception, the Rev. Wilfred
Langmaidisinchargeof publicity
for the event, and Canon Fred
Scott, thediocesantreasurer, holds
the purse strings
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Commentary

War In Irag — not a black and white issue

s| sit here and write
this, the coalition forces
are well into their

assault and moving upon
Baghdad. By the time you read
this commentary, that scenario
will be old news. | believe that,
whatever may transpire in the
meantime, we al need amuch
clearer view of theissueand a
more mature and biblical
perspective of the whole dy-
namic of war. For anyone to
categorically denounce the war
in the interest of peaceis, quite
honestly, being simplistic and
naive. Similarly, to wholeheart-
edly support the attack in the
interest of a solution, bears the
same characteristics. My reason
for writing this article isthe
distress| fedl over the glib
statements we make without

really considering the issues.
The wisdom to be seen
here must be discovered by more
subtle, discerning means. It
requires that we focus not upon
the actual incident of American
defiance of UN resolutions, not
upon the actual invasion nor
even upon the ensuing tragic
loss of life. We are to focus
rather on the overall plan, the
big picture of God's sovereign
engineering of global circum-
stances in order to weave the
patterns on His ultimate redemp-
tion of dl life aswe know it. His
redemption of creation is not so
much dependent upon single
incidents asit is upon the
culmination of many incidents
throughout history. We know
that an integral part of the divine
plan has been the uprooting of

BY KEITH OSBORNE

many acivilization, onefalls,
another rises, and so the tide of
history marches on.

. Augustine shared the
oncept, in his City of
od, that even within

pagan societies the hand of God
is present working amidst the sin
and corruption to preserve order
and some semblance of govern-
ance. So it isthat He weaves His
pattern and steers the course of
history so it will ultimately end
up at the intended destination —
final redemption consummated
in Christ. The individual inci-
dents along way, while tragically
painful for us and God, arein
the overall plan, incidental. That
is not to minimize the scanda of
our sin and affliction of each
other, but simply to place it

under the proper context. Either
God is transcendent and in
control or Heis not. If not, then
Heisnot God and we have been
pitifully deceived in the pursuit
of the Faith.

We agonize over the
arrogance and politics which
come into play, the dangerous
precedents which may be set, the
desperate need of a solution set
against the backdrop of Sept.
11th, 2001, and the plight of the
Iragi people and all others under
similar repression. We cry and
pray for peace, and so we must.
Let us remember, however, that
peace never comes without a
price. Even Christ could not
discover his glorification
without across. It isonly
through trial, tears and struggle
that one finds redemption. So it

has been in each one of our
individual lives, so it will be for
our global village.

May we then, in our
statements, leave room for our
sovereign God to operate.
Perhaps our position should be
to neither denounce or approve
of the actions taken, but rather to
uphold the sovereign preroga-
tives of our God who will bring
all things to wholeness.

The Rev. Keith Osborneis rector
of Pennfield.

Soiritud formation diocesan priority closest to Miller's heart

Continued from page 1
parishesto seetheir young people
astheimmense blessing they are,
but he sees alot more work to be
done, particularly in the area of
capital improvements at the dioc-
esan summer camps.

pport for struggling par
ishesis amajor challenge.
rategic realignments and

creativeallianceshavebrought sta-
bility to several parishes over the
past three years. Anglicans in
Edmundston worship with their
United Church neighbours; the
rector of Richmond also serves a
parish across the border in the
State of Maine; parishes in Saint
John are sharing resources and
amalgamating; parishes in the
lower Saint John River Valley are
amalgamating and intend to build
anew facility (see story page 1).
What concerns him is the future
ministry of vacant parishes, many
of themsmall, rural andnow served
on an interim basis by retired
clergy.

“We are certainly grateful
to theretired clergy for filling the
gaps,” he says, going down alist
of about 15 familiar names, in-
cluding both bishopsemeriti, “ but
weneedto balanceour new gradu-
ates with retirees so there are no
vacancies.” Right now there are
only four theological students in
the system, there are 10 vacant
parishes, and by 2008 another 25
per cent of the present clergy will
be eligible to retire.

“Thissituationisapriority
and aconcern, but | am sure with
continued consultation we will
come up with conscientious and
imaginativewaysinwhichto con-
tinue to provide ministry to the
faithful of this diocese.”

The fourth issue, that of
spiritual formation, istheoneclos-
est to Archdeacon Miller's heart.

“The 2001 synod told us

that lay education and spiritua
formation are the most important
issues facing the church. As the
church faces challenges we need
to be ableto discern God'swill —
everything we do hangs on how
we approach problems and chal-
lenges. We don't know how God
would have us approach them un-
lesswework at understanding him.
Sometimesthat meanstaking part
in parish or diocesan programs or
courses that help us think criti-
caly, to take ownership of our
faithinadeliberateway, butitalso
takes self-examination.

“In How to Think Theo-
logically, Howard Stoneand James
Duke, tell usthat everything serves
to form ustheologically. Some of
that formation is passive, comes
from embedded ideas, memories,
feelings, values and hopes. Some
of that formation is more deliber-
ate, it isan understanding of faith
that comes from the process of
reflecting upon that embedded
theological reality.”

T he processof Christianfor
mation is so important to
Archdeacon Miller that he
made it part of his course work at
Bangor Theological. Withthehelp
of an active and learned site team,
heisdevel opingaprogramtomeet
the hunger for a deeper spiritua
life that he recognizesin the dio-
cese. The project aso constitutes
his doctoral ministry project. It
focuses on companioned spiritual
formation, an intentional Chris-
tian discipline with a long and
varied history demonstrating the
benefits of spiritual kinship.
“The program encourages
couples or small groupsto bein-
tentional in the area of persona
spiritual formationinafellowship
of soul-friendship, mentorshipand
more formal spiritual direction
settings. While many understand
spiritual direction being associ-

ated only with the Roman Catho-
lic church, it hasalengthy Angli-
cantraditionaswell. Thegoal isto
lay the foundation for a
companioned spiritual formation
ministry that will put seeking peo-
ple together.”

Dr. Barbara Pepperdene, a
project team member, recently
made a $20,000 donation to the
project in memory of her parents,
theRev. L. M. (Pep) and Florence
Pepperdene. Itishelping theteam
reach that goal even sooner than
expected. Asalong-time examin-
ing chaplain and ACPO (Advi-
sory Committee on Postulantsfor
Ordination) assessor, Dr.
Pepperdene believes spiritual dis-
cernment should not be limited to
one step along the way to ordina-
tion, rather it should be a constant
in the journey of all Christians.
Her generous financial support
will, at the very least, cover travel
costs to connect seeking people
and qualified spiritual directorsin
this far-flung diocese.

“Both my parents recog-
nized the essential importance of
the Holy Spirit operating in our
lives. They evidenced that recog-
nitionindifferent ways: my father
in preaching and social outreach
and my mother in her quiet loving
presence. | am certain they would
be pleased with this diocesan ini-
tiative, as| am pleased to honour
them with my gift,” she says.

hen he talks about the
issues facing the dio
cese, Archdeacon

Miller is animated and confident.
In addition to pursuing the four
issuesidentified by the synods, he
intends to maintain specific new
initiatives of the past three years,
including arefocused clergy con-
ference and an immensely suc-
cessful clergy college. He will
continuetoconsultwithandinvite
the participation of the entire dio-

Dr. Barbara Pellerdene made a
generousdonationto Archdeacon
Miller's Christian formation
project in memory of her parents,
theRev. L. M. (Pep) and Florence
Pepperdene. Sheisseen herewith
a bishop's crest hooked by her
father inhisretirement. Thecrest
hangs in the bishop's office in
Fredericton.

cese in decision-making and pri-
ority-setting, he will even enjoy
the support of the many, many
peopl ethroughout thediocesewho
have contributed to the success of
the past three yearsthrough direct
participation in committees and
boards. Indeed he has been over-
whelmed by the offers he has re-
ceived.

“Themany pledgesof sup-
port | havereceivedfromtheclergy
and lay people has redly ener-
gized me,” he says.

Bishops, however, face
national and global issuesaswell,
and the challengesthat lie beyond
our diocesan boundaries weigh
heavily on him. “ Theseissues are
not black and white and they are
certainly notsimple. Many of them
arealsooutsideour context, which
makesthem that much more diffi-
cult to understand. | feel lessable
to deal with them, so | am glad |
will be doing so within the collec-
tive wisdom of the wider church.
It is that aspect that makes me
excited about my part in the con-
versation.”

laude Miller came late to
ordination. He enjoyed a
successful career asacivil

engineering technologist and real
estate appraiser before discerning
acall to Holy Orders. He was 44
when he received his BTh from
the Atlantic School of Theology,
but he has no regrets. “ Although |
mightwishforthevitality of youth,
| now seemy wholelifeasavoca
tion and calling as opposed to a
career. | amin awe of where God
has put me and compl etely aware
that | cannot fulfill my role as
bishop alone. | can only do it
through God's grace working in
my life.”

As he draws nearer the
milestones of graduation and con-
secration, with all the extra plan-
ning and preparation they require,
thelife of the diocese goes on and
he must play his role in it. The
papers, file-foldersand envel opes
stacked andlabeled by project and
bound by elastic bands that sit on
along table behind his desk need
attention, as do the neatly labeled
binders that stand on the shelves
beside his desk. Although he will
probably announce the appoint-
ment of his own executive assist-
ant next month, that person will
probably not come on board until
thefall, just in time to be brought
up to speed and take over on Nov.
1, whenBishopHockinretiresand
bishop-elect Miller officially as-
sumes the office across the hall.

These are exciting and stressful
times in the executive assistant’s
office, but his sense of humour
and enthusiasm appear to remain
intact. Thisfaithful servant, with
his open mind, discerning heart
and the courage to will and to
persevere, is looking toward the
looming milestonesand theothers
that have yet to appear on the
horizon, withaconfidenceborn of
faith.
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Royal Assent

tended the meeting.

The Anglican Church Act 2003 received Royal Assent on Friday, April 11 and will come into force
on Sept. 1. It replaces the Church of England Act, 1942, recognizes The Anglican Church of
Canada, moder nizes church business practices by indemnifying directors through the adoption of
the prudent investor rule, and suggests a uniform system of parish names throughout the diocese. It
was introduced to the New Brunswick Legislature as a private member’s bill by Kirk MacDonald,
MLA for Mactaquac and a member of the Parish of Sanley (third fromleft). Following first
reading on April 1 it was presented to the committee on private member’s bills by Charles Ferris
(left), who is chancellor of the diocese as well as chair of the constitutions and canons committee.
Committee members Ron Stevenson (next to Mr. Ferris) and Eugene Westhaver (right) also at-

Choir School first camp experience

BY DANNY EVANS

hoir School was my first

experience of a summer

camp, since | missed out
on thisway of summer life
having being brought up in
South Wales. My wife, Mary,
who is from Saint John, has been
involved as a chorister and
member of staff for many years,
and encouraged me to come.

| worked for the week as
the assistant chaplain, helping
the Rev. Richard McConnell
with the daily Christian educa-
tion program and generally
getting involved where | could. |
helped out with the activitiesin
the afternoon, getting as wet or
dirty as necessary.

It was very rewarding to
witness the music, worship and
fellowship going on. | was very
impressed with the effort put in
by all the staff, and especially
the children, to produce such
beautiful music to the glory of
God. There was a good range of
music, from Bach to spirituals,
which was widely enjoyed.

The children had many
opportunities to make friendsin
a Christian environment, as well
as enjoying the kind of large-
scale activities, such as Capture
the Flag, that are often only
possible at a summer camp.
There was a strong sense of
fellowship formed within the
first few days, so that there were
firm friendships by the end of
the week.

Since chapel services
took place every day, the
children became more familiar

and comfortable with worship. | was
impressed to see how many wanted
to be involved with reading and
serving, and playing instrumental
music at the beginning of the
evening services. | felt that thiswas
an excellent opportunity to help the
children, especially the younger
ones, to grow in confidence in taking
part in services.

The staff all worked together
well as ateam; especially the
counselors, who spent the most time
with the children. They were very
committed to making sure that
everyone enjoyed themselves; and
the strongest evidence of thiswasthe
number of older children who were
returning for their eighth or ninth
year. It is clear that choir school isa
highlight of the summer for many
families.

A particularly memorable
moment in the week was the evening
service on Friday, at which was held
ablessing of our marriage. Since our
wedding was in England the previ-
ous year, many of our Canadian
friends were unable to come, so we
felt this was a good opportunity to do
it again. We were very touched by
the great love and support we felt,
not only from our invited friends but
from @l the choristers and adults.

Thefinal service on Sunday
at Trinity Church, Saint John was a
wonderful experience; an example of
choral music at its best. Therewas a
definite ‘buzz’ in the church hall
before the service at the prospect of
showing how much music we' d
learnt to friends and family. With a
packed church attended by the
bishop, this serviceis one of the
biggest every year. The children

were very excited after-
wards at how well the
service went, and so many
said how much they were
looking forward to coming
back next year.

It was clear to me
that singing is an excellent
way for children (and
adults) to worship God
together. Choir School isa
terrific opportunity to do
this, and | hope it continues
to go from strength to
strength.

Danny Evansis an Anglican

ordinand studying in
Oxford, England
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Choir School 2003
On the Beautiful Campus of
Rothesay Netherwood School

Junior Choristers (8 -17)
July 6th - 13th
Adult Choristers (18 + )
July 10th - 13th
Details www.anglican.nb.ca
Link to Choir School
through Youth

Its’ not a camp, but a school
with loads of fun

and a great spiritual experience.

Preach grace, not
duty, advisesclergy
collegetutor

Preaching Grace can turn human
speechinto aword from God. The
Rev. Dr. Stephen Ferris hopes to
help his students at this year's
Clergy College learn their part in
that miracle.

“If wetruly preachedgrace,
maybe our teenaged children
wouldnot say ‘ Don't preachat me.
| don't want a sermon!” Though
we sing ‘Amazing Grace, how
sweet the sound’, we often prefer
to preach duty, obligation and re-
wards,” says Dr. Farris, who will
offer hiscourseon June17 and 18.

Inhislecturesstudentswill
consider texts from three parts of
the Biblein order to become fa-
miliar againwiththejoy of Preach-
ing Grace.

“We will begin with Paul,
Graceishisword. Heistheauthor
in the New Testament who greets
all hischurchesinthe‘ graceof our
Lord Jesus Christ.””

Grace is not a common
word in the Gospels, but what the
word represents—theloveof God
that reaches out to the most sur-
prising people — is omnipresent,
“So we shall look at some Gospel
pictures of the ‘grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ.””

The course will aso look
at grace in the Old Testament, in
which Jesus and Paul were nur-
tured. “We shall find many pic-
tures of grace in the Scriptures
they were taught from their child-
hood,” says Dr. Ferris.

Althoughhehasnever been
to New Brunswick, “ except to the

corner of the
province one

to PEI", his
roots stretch
to the prov-
ince.

“l actually
comefromaNew Brunswick fam-
ily who lived in, | believe, Kent
County. Like many another New
Brunswick family, they moved
westtoUpper Canadafor economic
reasonsonce easier travel was pos-
sible. Now the year was 1832 and
the new method of transportation
wastheErie Canal but theprinciple
iscertainly the same. | do not know
if it will fee like a‘homecoming’,
but judging by the friendly people
from New Brunswick | havemetin
my life, it probably will. I'm look-
ing forward to it.”

Dr. Farrisisis a graduate
of the University of Toronto, Un-
ion Seminary in Virginia and re-
ceived his Ph.D from Cambridge
University, England. He is cur-
rently professor of preaching at
Knox College, in the Toronto
School of Theology, University of
Toronto, but on July 1 he will
becomeDean of St. AndrewsHall
and professor of homiletics at the
Vancouver School of Theology.

He is the author of three
books, many academic and popu-
lar articles, dictionary and ency-
clopedia entries, and a murder
mystery short story.

Evangdicd evertinMiramichi
BY MARIE M URPHY
ANGLICAN PARISH OF CHATHAM AND
MiramIcHI CELEBRATION EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
The Miramichi Celebration 2003 with Dr. Ralph Bell is an ecu-
menical event to be held May 29 to June 1 at the Miramichi Civic
Centre. Dr. Ralph Bell has been an associate evangelist with the
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association for more than 30 years. On
May 30th, Canadian country star Paul Brandt will also be featured.

All events are free of charge.

A Ralph Bell celebration has two primary objectives; first,
to offer the message of Jesus to the community, with a primary
emphasis on one-on-one relationships; and second, to focus on
strengthening the local church for continuing witness and disciple-
ship. A celebration is the motivation and mobilization of the
church to pray for, build a bridge of relationship with, invite, and
bring the unchurched to a credible event at a non-threatening
location where the Gospel is presented and an opportunity to make
acommitment to Christ is extended.

For more information, contact the celebration office at
(506) 624-1310, e-mail: mircelebration@nb.aibn.com or check the

website: www.rbcel ebration.com

Centennial Tea
2-4 p-m. Safurdaq, Maq 31
51 Marq,s Anqlican Ha”
McEvoq Street
Fredericton North
Tickets $6 from
Mes. Graq, 472-5504

SI. Marys ACW

[ease IQQSEPVQ
Saiurc]aq, Nov. 23
for the annual
Bazaar & ChicLen Da”q Tea
Mam. -1 p.m.
at St. MC]FI]’S Anqlican Church Hall
McEvoq Sireei, Fredericton North
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Thecos of comfort

et the

bequest for new butternut pews,
A not chairs, set off a round of un

planned renovations at Christ
Church Cathedral that — like most reno-
vations — took more time, money and
effort than planned.

It al began when Robin Gough, a
faithful worshiper at the cathedral, left
money to bespent on new pews. Historical
considerations (the building is a National
Historic Site) precluded new pews, but did
alow for the old pews to be refurbished.
Sothey wereremoved and remodel ed with
deeper seatsand morespacebetweenthem.

“Whilethepewswereout, it seemed
only reasonabl eto strip and wax thefloors
and do a few minor repairs,” says Dean
Keith Joyce. The cleaning turned into re-
pairs, which turned out to be not so minor.
A close look revesled the floor was near
theend of itslife, so it was stripped down
totheoriginal floor boards, anew plywood
floor wasinstalled, and new linoleum was
laid on top of that. A new floor was in-
cluded in the ongoing restoration plans,
andalthoughitwasnot scheduledfor afew
yearsyet, it was financed with restoration
fundsin hand.

It was also an opportune time to
washthelower portion of thewalls. Wash-

Refinishing and minor repairs turned into a whole new floor. Without the
pews, the nave was wide-open.

The remodel ed and now comfortabl e pews had to be stored somewhere
while the new floor was installed. The choir stalls, chancel, sanctuary
and lady chapel were pressed into service

games begin

ing revealed a need for painting.
“Money for that little project camein
spontaneously,” says the dean.

“Then we cleaned the window
frames and tracery on the north and
south walls and discovered what we
aways thought to be grey stone was
actually cream coloured.”

The new floors, painted walls,
refurbished (and more comfortable)
pews are al easily seen because the
lightswereloweredand cleanedaswell.

Throughout therenovationsand
spring-cleaning activities, Sunday
services were held on the nave floor.
Chairs were set up for the congrega-
tionand choir. Refurbished pewswere
stacked in the choir stalls, chancel,
sanctuary and lady chapel waiting for
the new floor to be finished so they
could be reinstalled. Mid-week serv-
ices were held in the lounge at the
Cathedral Memoria Hall, not far from
from the hall stage, where still more
pews were stacked and waiting.

“Themoodarounditall hasbeen
excdllent, peoplehavegonewithit hap-
pily, haveenjoyedthechange,” saysthe
dean, who at presstimewas hoping the
congregationwould beableto enjoy the
comfortable new pews by Easter.

The more generous pews will
reducetheseatingcapacity of thechurch,
“but we can easily make up the differ-
encewith chairswhenweneed themon
specia occasions,” saysthe dean.

Amongthosespecial occasions
isthecathedral sesquicentennial. Most
of the 150th anniversary celebrations
will take place on Labour Day week-
end, Aug. 30 to Sept. 1. Details will
appear in the June issue of the New
Brunswick Anglican.

Photos by
Hank Williams
& Ana Watts

So did the dean and the congregation. The mood around accommodating the renovations was positive, some people even enjoyed the change.
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Chri st Church Cathedral verger
Hank Williams is doing dou
bleduty asadetective. During
recent renovations and cleaning at the
cathedral, he came upon Bishop Med-
ley’ strunk. Inside the trunk were sev-
era exquisite, antique altar frontals
used inthe early daysof the cathedral.
Some of thefrontalshad labels
stitched on the back. One on a white
silk embrodered frontal with crimson
Utrecht velvet superfrontal said:
“Worked and presented by the ladies
of the Ecclesiastical Needlework So-
ciety of England ... 1844.” Another
said; “Given by Mrs. Colondl Carter,
Her Mgjesty’s 63rd Regiment.” Yet
another, in green velvet, said it was
“Worked and presented by the sisters
Coleridge, Ottery St. Mary, England.”
The last one reminded the ver-
ger of a curious chapter in cathedral
history. When he was building the
cathedral, Bishop Medley ran out of
money. Thestory goesthat hespent all
onenightinthechurch, praying. Soon
after ashiparrivedin St. John Harbour
with a gift of £500 for the bishop. It
came from three maiden sisters who
identified themselves only by theini-
tials of their first names: F, Sand M.
Thebishop had theinitialscarved into
the finished cathedral.
ThesistersColeridgewerefrom
Ottery St. Mary, whichisinthe County
of Devon. Bishop Medley came from
nearby Exeter. The verger wonders if
perhaps F, S and M are the sisters
Coleridge. He' shot onthe Internet trail
and hopesto have an answer soon, and
perhaps solve a 150 year old mystery.
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BY HANK WILLIAMS

had noideawhen| met David

Jette on-line last fall that his

acquaintance would result in
my visit to Canterbury in Febru-
ary for theenthronement of Rowan
Williams as the new Archbishop
of Canterbury.

| am verger of Christ
Church Cathedral in Fredericton,
David isverger of Trinity Church
on Wall Street in New York as
well as president of the North
AmericanVergers Guild. Wemet
through the guild website. In De-
cember | was pleased (and alittle
envious) to learn David had been
invitedtotakepartintheenthrone-
ment. | wished him well.

In early January he men-
tioned hedoesn't travel alonewell
and “wouldn't it be nice if we
could both be in Canterbury?’

| immediately droppedeve-
rything | was doing and took him
uponhissuggestion. | lookedfran-
tically for my passport (isn'tit odd
that you find what you' relooking
forintheverylast placeyoulook?);
made reservations on Air Canada
to fly to Heathrow; went on the
web to find aB& B in Canterbury
and was rewarded with a room
with full en suite bath and break-
fast for £25anight. (Isn’'tit amaz-
ing how simpleit isto do that?)

| left Fredericton the
evening of Feb. 24, madethe con-
nection in Halifax and flew to
Heathrow. | then hopped the
Heathrow Express to Paddington
Station (no bear), took a cab to
Victoria Station (no queen) and
hence to the Canterbury station.

There are two stations in
Canterbury and | knew that my
B&B was only 200 metres away
from Canterbury east, but no trip
goes completely without a hitch
so sure enough, | arrived at Can-
terbury west. Cabsaregreat things,
however, and | soon rang the bell
at the Green House B&B at 86
Wincheap Rd. Host Chrisand his
wife Kelly provided the ultimate
in hospitality and while | would
never throw inaquick bit of tour-
istinformationfor freeinaserious
bit of journalism, sufficeit to say
that if you ever find yourself in
Canterbury, that'stheplacetostay!
It was a 10 minute walk from my
B& B tothecity centreeach morn-
ing, 10leisurely minutesfor meto
look at this and that on the way. |
could have paid more and stayed
right downtown, but thewalk made
my trip even more memorable.

The city of Canterbury,
though heavily bombedinthe Sec-
ond World War, has retained a
charm that makes me think of the
England| havealwaysheard about.
Besides being struck by the twist-
ing narrow streets, beautiful parks,
green spaces, towersandfortifica-
tions of another age, | was blown
away by the absolute hospitality
andfriendlinessof everyonel met.

Living in the Maritimes,

especially New Brunswick, | think
we take such friendliness for
granted. Canterbury, on the other
hand, isaninternational centrefor
English language training with
crowds of language learners and
touristswherever yougo. | thought
that with so many people around,
the service might sometimes be
surly, but a no time did | ever
experience anything lessthan 100
per cent professionalismin stores,
restaurantsand pubs. Surely thisis
one of the many things that made
the Empireand makesthemodern
UK so grest.

TheArchbishop of Canter-
bury’ sinstallation service was on
Thursday, Feb. 27, but as an in-
vited guest, David had to go to a
rehearsal on Wednesday at just
past noon. After the rehersal we
planned to meet in front of St.
Peter’ sGatetothe cathedral prop-
erty (and a place | had hoped to
avoid for some years and it’s not
madeof pearls, if youget my drift).
Hesaidthat the practicewould not
be that long so | should meet him
at 3:15. Heappeared at 5:20, apol o-
gizing profusely. It seemsthat the
BBC is very accurate and timed
the entire thing, meaning that all
music had to be done asif it were
intheserviceitself. Troubleisthat
if something goeswrong, thenyou
start al over again. It also seemed
strangeto him that whilethe prac-
tice was to make sure all went
well, none of the principles (the
archbishop, the dean of Canter-
bury, etc.) werethere. Their places
weretaken by peoplewearinglarge
signsidentifyingthemasdignitar-
ies.

he big day arrived and |

saw David to the gate at

noon asthe squarein front
of the gate began to fill with peo-
ple, most protesting the coming
war in Iraq because Prime Minis-
ter Tony Blair was inside. A few
clergy were also on hand, some
for and someagainst thenew arch-
bishop.

| took a picture of a priest
holding a sign in her hands pro-
claiming, Thank God For Rowan.
Another priest heckled her. | think
he had a problem with the ordina-
tion of women, he kept shouting
that she had “declared that the
word of God was irrelevant.” |
don't know exactly what had been
said by either oneto cause such a
reaction but it stressed to me just
how deeply many still feel that
guestion.

AsaWelshspeaker,asmall
‘I' liberal and a Williams, | was
thrilled with the choice of Rowan
Williams.

A line of Bobbiesin front
of the gate kept order and even
managed to quietly lead away a
young man anxious to take on
anyone who would fight.

| watchedtheserviceinthe
privacy of my B&B room, joking
later that | had a better view than

Protestors against the war in Irag were out in force at the enthronement of Rowan Williams as Archbishop
of Canter bury becauseBritish PrimeMinister Tony Blair wasin attendance. Thepriest belowwascelebrating
instead of protesting. Another priest who clearly disagreed with the ordination of women, heckled her, saying

she had "declared that the word of God was irrelevant..”

David (which turned out to be
right). The archbishop is a very
imposing man with white hair, a
full bead and piercing eyes. The
power of those eyescamethrough
even over television. There were
several processions and | don't
think | have ever seen so many
purple shirtsin al my life. Even
more striking were the number of
bishopswho are people of colour,
areminder of thetruly world-wide
meaning of the holy catholic
church. | also noticed that there
seemed to be a lack of women
participating aspriestsintheserv-
ice, but with television coverage
and my not actually being in the
church, it is possible that | am
mistaken.

The service did include a
wonderful performanceby agroup
of African drummers and singers
from Brixton, inthe south of Lon-
don. When they finished | heard a
commentator say, “theservicethen
continued and reverted into a pa-
rochial manner.” | prefer to say
that they just started “speaking
Anglican” again, but | don’t say it
to deny the majesty of the lan-
guage of the Book of Common
Prayer.

| was expecting a Eucha-
rist so | was surprised when very
shortly after the sermon the serv-
ice ended with Cwm Rhondda, a
blessing guaranteed to swell the
heart of any Anglican or Welsh-
man.

It was a wonderful once-
in-a-lifetimeeventeventand | will
never regret the time and money |
spent to get there.

The day following the in-
stallation | did a lot of walking
around Canterbury, thenDavidand
| went to Evensong at the cathe-
dral. That in itself was worth the

trip!. Wesat besidethechoir, close
enoughtoreadthemusicandheard
the young boys soaring voices,
just like on the Christmas broad-
casts, and it was all a cappella. |
still have goose bumps.

| left Canterbury for Lon-
don on Saturday morning (got the
right train thistime) and got back
to Fredericton on Sunday.

The memories of that trip
to Canterbury will stay with me
for therest of my daysand | am so

Photos by Hank Williams

glad that God provided me with
the opportunity. | doubt such will
come along again.

Hank Williamsisa member of the
North American Verger's Guild,
whichiskeento attract Canadian
members. If you want more infor-
mation contact Hank directly at
hen3ry@nbnet.nb.ca (hewouldbe
happytohear fromother vergers),
or go to the guild website
WWW.VEr gers.org.

| then hopped the Heathrow Express
to Paddington Sation (nobear), took
a cab to Victoria Station (no queen)
and henceto the Canterbury station.
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Down't Let anyone Look dowwn on you because you are younyg, but set
an exanple for the believers in speech, Ln Life, tn love and tn purity.”

ALPHA FOR TEENSIN

SHEDIAC CAPE
Hi, my nameisColin Berry, and |
am aresident of Shediac Cape. |
attend St. Martins In the Woods
Church and | am leader of asmall
Alphafor Teens group. | actually
share the leadership with afriend
named Susan Pinell, and we are
really blessed to have such great
group (I love you guys).

Somecandidatesarelearn-
ing alot of thingsabout our Father
for the first time and others are
developingastronger relationship
with Him. Alot of gloriousthings
are happening here at St.Martins
and God deserves our thanks and
praise. Alotof thingsinthisworld
arebeautiful andalot of peopleare
blessed, we must awaysgivehim
thanks for them.

Check out Psalms 18:28
(it's my favorite) and see how
good God is. Well that's enough
out of me, Godblessyoual! We'll
be praying for all of you, stay
strong!
P.S.Allyouat TEC, God blessyal
I’m gonna miss you guys, but I'll
be praying!

khkkkhkkkkkkhkkhkkx

ACTIVE JUNIOR GROUP

IN Sussex CORNER
From Oat McCaig, youth group
leader in the Parish of Water-
ford and &. Mark
Thisyear we havean activejunior
youthgroupthat meetsevery week
for atwo-hour program. The chil-
dren arein grades six to eight, so
they are between 11 and 13 years
old. Our godl is to sow seeds of
faith. We believe that if we plant
the seeds, God will make them
grow inhisowntime. Eventhough
we may not see the harvest, we
pray that the seeds will be fertile.

Thisyearwehavebetween20
and 30 kids attending youth group
each week. We are blessed to have
many children that do not otherwise
have aconnectionto our church. We
completed asuccessful Alphacourse
thiswinter. The highlight of thiswas
theHoly Spirit weekend that wewere
able to enjoy a Adair's Wilderness
Lodge. We had the run of the place
oneFriday eveningand Saturday, and
pent severd hours discusing and
learning about the Holy Spirit, and
praying for God to reved himsdf
through His Holy Spirit. David Par-
sonsfromtheChurch Army joinedus
as guest spesker.

When working with chil-

1 Tlmothy 4:12
Diocesan Youth Roundup
e

Senior West Side Anglican Youth in Saint John took part in the World

i

Vision 30 Hour Famine this spring. At hour 27, the weakest hour,
they packed lunch bags with nutritious food and New Testaments
(supplied by the Canadian Bible Society) for distribution to the
homeless in the city. From Ieft to right they are: Elizabeth Johnson
(with her back to the camera) Cheyenne Poirier, Michelle Mills, Erin
Hodge, Jennifer Maxwell, Jane Smith, Marissa Melvin, Andrew

Hodge, and Holly Worden

dren of this age, we are aways
trying to find balance between
havingfunand|earning moreabout
God. We like to think of our eve-
nings as "fun with a purpose".
They are quiteloosely structured.
The first 45 minutesto an hour is
spent on games, activities, com-
petitions, or skits. Thisisfollowed
by afiveto 10 minute presentation
or video about the topic we have
chosen to discuss. Then we break
into smaller groups with aleader
in each group. Thisisa 20 to 30
minute time for discussion, a de-
vation, and prayer inamore man-
ageable size group.

We aso have a 20 to 30-
minuteworship timeeither before
or after the small group discus-
sion. We have found the kids en-
joy afew favourite songs, and we
seemtokeep comingback tothem.
We use CD’s and overheads dur-
ing this time. Occasionally,
though, we have live musicians
andthat addsgreatly totheevening.

We end each meeting with
asnack and freetime.

Through faith, we believe
that the seeds we plant in these
young peoplewill continueto pro-
ducespiritual fruitthroughouttheir
lives. If we are able to make a
differencein even one young per-
son, the effects will, in time, be
felt by many — all toGod’ sglory!

kkhkkkkhhkkkkx

GREETINGS FROM

MicHAEL CAINES
|leader of

Westside Anglican Youthin
Saint John

The youth in west Saint
John have been busy and chal-
lenged this spring. We have been
involved with activities that pro-
motefellowship and going deeper
with the Lord. The senior youth
group hasbeen skiing twice, bow!-
ing, and movie watching as well
as attending our weekly meeting
where Bible study, worship, and
great food arethe staples. Wealso
did the 30 Hour Famine.

Thejunior youthgroupshave
beeninvolved in variousexciting ac-
tivitiesindudingaday cdledWAMM
(WestsdeAnglicanMarchMadness).
Bible studies combined with fun rec-
restiond activitieshavebeenourmain
focus. So despite the white spring
we've had so far, Jesusis dive and
wedl withtheWAY (WestsdeAngli-
canY outh). Onbehdf of dl of us, God
Bless

M ssioN WITH

YOUTH EVENTS

A missionat St. Luke' sin Saint
John from May 8 — 11 has|lots
of youth action built right in. It
starts with a youth service, for
those 13 and up, on Thursday,
the 8th, from 7 — 9 featuring
The Undignified Band and
guest speaker the Rev. Peter
Gillies. On Friday evening
therewill beapuppet show and
activities in the hall during a
regular mission service. Satur-
day afternoonat 1, Capt. David
Parsonswill be guest speaker a
aspecia young people's serv-
ice for those five and up.

*kkkkkhkkhkkhhkkk

UNDIGNIFIED SUNDAY
EvENING WORSHIP
May 25, 7—-9 pm
Holy Trinity Hammond River
2 Hammond River Rd,
Quispamsis
with music from
The Undignified
Worship Band
Thisistwo hours of
EXTREME WORSHIP
For more information
call 847-0850

*kkkkkkkk*k

YoutH MINISTRY

TEACHING SUMMIT
June 20-21
St. James the Less, Rothesay
With Pete Ward and Johnny
Baker from London, England.
Peteand Jonny will sharesome
of what they taught the clergy
at their college, but in a more
practical way. Their views are
fresh and edgy but anchoredin
scripture and solid theology. It
isablast to see how they work
it al out and provide a red

aternativetochurchasweonce

The Be There Square

(THAT' SREALLY A RECTANGLE)
UpcoMING YOUTH EVENTS IN THE DIOCESE

knew it! For more information,
check out www.renforth.net/
dioyouth/

Thiseventisplanned, or-
ganized and brought to you by
peoplefromtheDiocesanY outh
Task Force, Taylor College of
Mission & Evangelism, Camp
Medley and Teens Encounter
Christ.

*kkkkkkkk
GET oN THE Bus

As a part of the Celebration of
2003"Y ear for Youth”, the Dio-
ceseof Frederictonwouldliketo
send abusload of young people
to the Urbana Missions Confer-
ence. It' sanannual inter-varsity
Christian Fellowship Student
Mission Convention held since
1946 that has challenged more
than 200,000 college students
(and recent graduates) to seek
their placein God’ s mission.

Jamie Morell attended
Urbana in 1999. “It was alife-
changing experience for me. |
had been to a lot of different
Christian conferences before
this, but none of them were any-
thing like Urbana. For the first
time, | realized that God could
use me in my church, in my
community and in the world. It
really opened my eyes. It was
one of the greatest experiences
of my life.”

This year’s Urbana will
be held at the University of 11li-
nois (224 km. outside Chicago)
from Dec. 27— 31. For more in-
formation, including cost and
registration, check out
www.urbana.org.

If you will be 18 by the
end of December and want to go
to Urbana, you can reserve your
space on the bus at
www.renforth.net.

From the Millgew editor

Hello Everyone,
May is my favorite month! Not
only because my birthday isin
May ... well yeah, ok, it's
because my birthday isin May.
It's also because the summer is
amost upon us. Before we
know it ,Teens Encounter
Christ will have gone by, and
the camps will have begun.
Please keep all the youth of
this provincein your prayers as
we approach the sunny season.
| have been so encour-

aged these past
months as |

hear tidbitsof |
what is going
onwithand for |
youth around

the province —
services, youth
groups, events,
outings, 30 Hour Famine
participation —and | am
reminded of how good God is. |
know that thisis ayear dedi-
cated specifically to youth, but

my prayer isthat this passion
will continue so that every
member of the church will grow
stronger in the Lord's love.

In this month's issue we
get to hear from a couple of
parts of the province and all the
great things that are going on
there. If you would like to share
what's going on in your church
please let me know
<rachel_tapley@hotmail.com>.
Take care and God bless you,

Rachel
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Please continue
to search

Dear Ana:
Certainly it must be said that we dl
careabout you, anditiswithloveand
concern thet | send thismessage.

Please don't stop at where
your Epiphany hasleft you. Other
religionshavemuchto offer inthe
way of morality and deep reflec-
tion but they stop short at provid-
ing salvation for the whole
person. Without thedivine/human
fusion of theincarnationand with-
out the once-for-all atonement of
the cross, thereisno possibility of
accesstothereality whichisGod.

Being monotheistic means
that we must also embrace the
Trinity, which of necessity in-
cludes the cross of Christ as the
only means of salvation. This is
not to say we are superior, merely
that God in Christ has provided
the complete formula for finding
access. Pleasecontinuetosearch. If
Christ is not essential for al the
world, then He is no longer the
saviour. TheHindusembracemany
gods and Allah provides no
atonement. Islamisbased onworks
and Buddhism oninner peace. The
problem of sin remains.

May God guideyouAnain
your search.
Keith Osborne

Sriptureisclear

Dear Editor,

In March an article entitled Get-
ting Therewritten by AnnaWatts
was based on a sermon by Arch-
bishop Harold Nutter. She indi-
cated that he stated that Jesusis
not the only way of salvation, but
merely the best way.

| am not atheologian, but |
believe scriptureis very clear, and
that is, Jesus is the only way of
salvation. Jesus Himself said so. |
completely agree with her when
shesays, as scripturedoes, that sal-
vation is a gift and that Jesus died
for thesins of thewholeworld, but
it saddens me to think that any
Chrigtian would believe that salva
tion could be given in any other
way. How it must grieve our heav-
enly Father to have given Hisonly
Sonto suffer and dieonthecrossif
it was not the only way to be saved.

Chrigtians are not arrogant
because they believe that only
Christians have salvation. We are
toreachthewholeworldfor Christ.
When Jesus said “in my Father’s
house there are many rooms’ he
was speaking to His disciples. He
told them that no one could come
to the Father except through Him.
Those of other faiths, along with
many of our friends and neigh-
bours, have yet to be reached for
Christ, but to receive God’ s great
gift of salvation al people must
put their trust in Him.

It may seem impossible to
reach the hearts of other faiths
withthe Gospel message, but with
God nothing isimpossible.

Paul explains that God's
plan of salvation may seem fool-
ish to those who are lost, both
Jawsand Gentiles, but Christ Him-
self isthecentreof Hisplanandis

the only path to salvation.
John Golding

Truth cannot
contradict itself

Dear Ana,

Regardingtheeditorid , “ Epiphany
sermon epiphany experience”
(March, 2003), there are a few
clarifying pointswhich need to be
made, lest readers be led to con-
cludethat the Christian Way isbut
oneamonganumber of valid path-
ways to God.

| should state at the outset
that this has been one of my bug-
bears for years, having grown up
in adiocesein which it was fash-
ionable to preach and teach the
latest (in the 1960s-70s) fads in
theology. If you take such teach-
ing to its logical conclusion, you
will come to the question: Why
bother with Church?or even, Why
bother with Jesus? If we don’'t
need himto saveour souls, andwe
don’t need the Church to nourish
us with his life, in word, sacra-
ment and Christian fellowship,
why bother getting out of bed on
Sunday mornings? | opted out.
But yearslater | found inthisdio-
cese a Church that till believes
the “old ways.”

With the greatest respect
for Archbishop Nutter, we must
bear in mind that what one bishop
might say cannot overrule what
thegreat majority of bishopshave
said consistently over 2,000years.

Itistruethat “...thepeople
of Godarenot only inwhat wecall
the Christian community, we find
them aswell among the Islamics,
Buddhist, Confucianists and so
forth.” That doesn’t mean, how-
ever, thatthey'real entirely right,
especialy in light of the fact that
so much of what each of them
claims astruth is contradictory.

Christianity claims that
God became man, died and rose
from the dead. Muslimsdon’t be-
lieve that he died. Jews don't be-
lievethat herose. Neither believe
that heisthe begotten Son of God.
Canthey al beright?Thisleadsto
aseries of “if-then” propositions.

If thereis only one God —
andremember that Buddhists, Con-
fucianigts, Hindusand othersdon’t
believe there is — then we must
believe he is the Creator and Pre-
server of al of us. Thus heis the
Godof al peoples, whetherthey are
willing to concede the point or not,
and they are his creatures.

If he is the author of all
things, then heisthe author of all
truth, for he is truth. And truth
cannot contradict itself.

If truth cannot contradict
itself, andif Jesus, theWord (voice,
speech) of God, is the way, the
truthandthelife, apart fromwhom
no one comes to the Father (John
14- the same passage in which he
speaks of many rooms in his Fa
ther’ shouse), thenhow canwel ogi-
caly concede that truth will act in
waysthat are self-contradictory?

Whenever Jesus refers to
his Father’s house he means the
temple. In one instance it is the
temple at Jerusalem, in the other,

LETTERS

when speaking of many rooms, he
means "the temple of his body" .
Prof. Rodney Whitacre writes,
“The ideais not mansions in the
sky, but spiritual positions in
Christ” (John, IVP New Testa-
ment Commentary, 1999), mean-
ingthatintheBody of Christ there
isroomfor everyone. Thisleadsto
thefinal “if —then” proposition:

If it's true that “God so
loved the world, that he gave his
only Son, that whoever believesin
him should not perish but have
eternal life” (John 3:16), thenwhy
would this ultimate extravagant
outpouring of love not be the suf-
ficient means of saving thewhole
of humanity? And how could such
an event be regarded as equal to
the myths of other religions?

Thisisnottosay theChurch
has the monopoly on truth, but
whileother religionspossessmuch
that is true, only the Church has
the fullest revelation of truth.

To the argument that all
religions are the same in that all
are equally suitable roads up the
mountain to God, The Roman
Catholic philosopher Peter Kreeft
respondsthat the*implicitassump-
tion is that the distinctive teach-
ings of the world’s religions are
unimportant, that the essential
businessof religionisnot truth but
something else ... not conversion
but conversation. The unproved
assumption ... isthat theroadsgo
up, hot down; that man makesthe
roads, not God ... There is no
human way up the mountain, only
adivine way down.”

The wise men sought out
Jesusthat they might worship him
because God the Father had re-
vesled to them that his Son wasto
betheobject of their worship. The
implicationinall thisisthat Godis
theauthor of truth, not truths. And
though many religions have re-
ceived certain elements of divine
truth and made the best of them,
yet there is only one that has the
greatest treasury of truth (but not
necessarily al the truth).

So, what of thosewho have
never heard the Gospel? St Paul
writes, “For when Gentiles, who
do not have the law, by nature do
what the law requires, they are a
law to themselves, even though
they do not have the law. They
show that the work of the law is
written ontheir hearts, whiletheir
conscienceal so bearswitness, and
their conflicting thoughts accuse
or even excuse them on that day
when, according to my gospel,
God judges the secrets of men by
Christ Jesus” (Romans 2.14-16).
In other words, they’ ve donetheir
best with what they’ve received.
We can take it from this that God
can betrusted to dedl justly, right-
eoudly withthosewho do not know
his Son.

Had Jesus not risen from
the dead, Philip Yancey specu-
latesthat hismemory wouldlikely
have been honoured, and pious
peoplewould have pored over his
teachings, picking and choosing
whatever they like. “Worldwide,

Jesus would be esteemed in the
same way Confucius or Socrates
is esteemed”. An unresurrected
Jesus, he concludes, is easier to
accept. Heposesnothreat to other
religions; his cult does not set it-
self up as superior to any others.
But Easter changesall that. A res-
urrected Jesusrisesaboveall other
gods, and all other approaches to
the one God. And Easter raises
Christianity above all other reli-
gions. The God of Easter died for
hispeopleandovercamethegrave,
opening for them the way of life.
No other religion reveals such a
tremendous outpouring of love by
its god. No other religion offers
such hope. No other religionisas
inclusive, for “God so loved the
world...”

lan Wetmore+

Jesus is the way
Re: Epiphany Sermon — Getting
There: “| have never, ever been
able to embrace the exclusive as-
pect of our faith” ... AnaWatts

Thelast placel everthought
| wouldhaveto"defend” our Chris-
tian FaithisinaChristian publica-
tion like the Anglican Journal!

Havel misinterpretedwhat
isbeing said? Ms. Wattsindicates
that both Bishop Nutter and Canon
JimIrvineconcur withthe"theory"
that thereis“another” way to sal-
vation, besidesthrough Christ! As
“shepherds’ of Christians, | for
onefind it difficult to believe that
either of theseclergy believesany-
thing other than what they taught
for many years. John 14:6 quotes
Jesusassaying; “| amtheway and
thetruthandthelife. Noonecomes
to the Father except through me.”
Also, Acts4:12“And thereissal-
vation in no one else; for thereis
no other name under heaven that
has been given among men, by
which we must be saved.”

AsacChristian apologist, I,
donot believethereisa“ different’
Godfor my Islamic, Buddhist, and
Confucianists brothers. It isthey,
that believein a“different” God!

What belief system those
brothers have is not for me to
judge. | believe there is only one
God, and He is a Triune God!
(Father, Son, and Holy Spirit) To
that end, God does not change;
only peopl€e's beliefs differ!

Because God is a loving,
compassionate, and ultimately just
God, | havetobelievethat at judg-
ment day everyone' seyeswill be
opened. Thus, everyone will
“know” Jesus!

Jesus died for al peoples,
not just those who called them-
selvesChristians. Revelation 1: 7,
reads; “Look, he is coming with
the clouds, and every eye will see
him, even those who pierced him;
and all thepeoplesof theearthwill
mourn because of him. So shall it
bel Amen.”

| believethat only through
Christ are we saved! However,
God the Father, Son and Holy
Spirit remains constant! As a
Christian believer, | have to be-
lievethat, even though, some*“re-
ligions” may not “know” Christ
... and may not adhere to my be-

liefs, does not negate the fact that
God is a Triune God, no matter
which “religion”. | happen to be-
lieve that Christianity is the only
true religion, which by the way,
includes, Baptists, Roman Catho-
lics, Anglicans, United Church ...

On his website, Basic
Christian Doctrine,
www.carm.org/basicdoc.htm,
Matthew Slick, answerssomevery
basic questions. | quote him here
with permission:

* |s Chrigtianity the One True
Religion?

Yes, Christianity is the one true
religion. That may sound awfully
dogmatic and narrow-minded, but
the simple truth is that Christian-
ity isthe only true religion. Jesus
said that He alone was the way to
the Father (John 14:6), that He
alone revealed the Father (Matt.
11:27; Luke 10:22). Christians do
not go around saying Christianity
is the only way because they are
arrogant, narrow-minded, stupid,
and judgmental. They do so be-
causethey believewhat Jesussaid.
They believein Jesus, whoclaimed
to be God (John 8:58; Exodus
3:14), whoforgavesins(Mark 2:5;
Luke 5:20; 7:48), and who rose
from the dead (Luke 24:24-29;
John 2:19f). Jesus said that He
wastheonly way. Jesusisunique.
Hewaseither telling the truth, He
was crazy, or He was a liar. But
since everyone agrees that Jesus
was a good man, how then could
He be both good and crazy, or
good and a liar? He had to be
telling the truth. He is the only
way.

Christianity is not just a
religion; it is a relationship with
God. It isatrusting in Jesus and
what He did on the cross (1 Cor.
15:1-4), not on what you can do
for yourself (Ephesians 2:8-9).

Buddhadidn'trisefromthe
dead, nor did Confucius or
Zoroaster.

Muhammad didn't fulfill
detailed prophecy.

Alexander the Great didn't
raisethedead or heal thesick. And
though there is far less reliable
information written about them,
they are believed in.

Thescriptureisright when
itsaysin1Pet.2:7-8,“Nowtoyou
whobelieve, thisstoneisprecious.
But to those who do not believe,
‘The stone the builders rejected
hasbecomethecapstone, And, “ A
stone that causes men to stumble
and arock that makes them fall.
They stumble because they diso-
bey the message—which is aso
what they were destined for.’”
(NIV)

Rod Langis

The letters on this
page have all been
edited for length, but
every effort was
made to retain each
writer's main points.
—ed.
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May
15: Parish of St. Martin's & Black
River,theRev. DanaDean;Holy Spirit
Parish (Paroquia do Espirito Santo),
Rev. Miguel Uchoa, Jaboatao Brazil.
16: Parish of St. Mary's, the Rev.
Barry Craig;Terence Chandra,
Wycliffe College; Mediator Mission
(MissapdoMediador), Rev Veralucia
Lins Silva, Recife Brazil.
17: Parish of St. Paul's (Valley)
Church, the Rev. Rufus Onyewichi;
Nativity Missionary Station (Ponto
Missionario, da Natividade), Rev.
Jorge Aquino, Natal, Brazil.
18: Bishops, Clergy and Laity of the
Church of the Province of Uganda;
Diocese of Recife: Bishop D. Edward
RobinsondeBarrosCaval canti & staff;
Dioceseof Y ukon: Watson Lake—St.
John the Baptist, Lower Post, Swift
River, Leslie Wheeler-Dame, Eric
Dame& family, theRev. DavidKalles,
Alice Kalles & family; Bishop Terry
Buckle, Blanche and family; theVen.
Claude Miller, Coadjutor Bishop-
elect, William, our Bishop, George
andHarold, BishopsEmeriti,andtheir
families.
19: Parish of St. Peter, the Rev. Ross
Hebb; David Watts, Diocesan PWRDF
Coordinator; Reconciliation Parish
(ParoquiadaReconciliacao), theRev.
Luiz Marcos Silva, Caruaru -Brazil.
20: Parish of St. Philip's, the Rev.
Kevin Borthwick; Saviour Mission
(Missao do Salvador), Lay Ministry
Carlos Tome, Joao Pessoa, Brazil.
21: Parish of St. Stephen, the Rev.
Peter Mills; the Rev. Dr. R. Lee
Whitney (on leave); Saint Francis of
Assiss Missionary Station (Ponto
Missionario Sao Francisco de Assis),
Rev. Severino Abel da Silva,
S.Goncalo do Amarante, Brazil.
22: Parish of Salisbury & Havelock,
(vacant) theRev. BonnieBaird, priest-
in-charge; Redemption Parish

|mitatio dei ...

might we presume to praise

God? How might our response
to the unexpected redemption of
Easter beginto adequately address
the source of our joy? Chocolate
eggsnotwithstanding, how canwe
possibly clear our throats suffi-
ciently to give voice that would
echo in the vaulted canopy of
heaven itself?

We can expect to fail, but
praise of the One who restores us
will be nonetheless exacted. The
words will be inadequate to con-
tain both the expansive affection
of a redeemer and the intimate
assurances of compassion and
mercy. Eloquenceinevitably fails
even the most glib of us. Practice
aswewill, our voicesinproseand
praise are absorbed intheimmen-
sity of redeemed creationand only
silence can be heard.

Our praise of God in Jesus
is given voice and hearing in our
imitatio dei. Our reflection of the
One who encounters us from the
perspectiveof acrossenablescom-
passion and mercy to be felt first
by me and then by youandthenin
the broken lives around us. There
isno scarcity of broken lives.

For me to offer other than
compassionand mercy to othersis
to diminish both them and me in
my response to Easter. It dimin-

I n this Great Forty Days how

INTERCESSIONS

Pray for others overseas, in Canada, and in our own diocese

(Paroguia da Redencao), the Rev.
MariaGoretedaSilva, Olinda, Brazil .
23: Parish of Shediac, the Ven.
MalcolmBerry, Capt. Hugh Bateman;
David Larlee, Wycliffe Hall, Oxford,
England; Sower Mission (Missao do
Semeador), the Rev. Saulo Mauricio
Barros, Olinda, Brazil.

24: Parish of Simonds (vacant); True
Vineyard Missionary Station (Ponto
Missionario Videira Verdadeira), the
Rev. Edmar Pimentel, Caruaru, Brazil.
25: Bishops, Clergy and Laity of the
Anglican Communion, the Anglican
Consultative Council, the Secretary
General and the Anglican Commun-
ion Office Staff; Diocese of Recife:
Bishop D. Edward RobinsondeBarros
Cavalcanti & staff; Diocese of Yu-
kon: Atlin—St. Martin, Licensed Lay
Minister Dorothy Odian & family;
Bishop Terry Buckle, Blanche and
family; the Ven. Claude Miller,
Coadjutor Bishop-elect, William, our
Bishop, George and Harold, Bishops
Emeriti, and their families.

26: Parish of Stanley, the Rev. Ranall
Ingalls;Church Army: Capt Robert
Marsh, Capt David Parsons, Capt Lisa
BrantFrancis; Redeemer Parish
(Paroquia do Redentor), the Rev.
Mitsuo, Noyama, Rev. Nadja Maria
Linsda Silva, Recife, Brazil.

27: Parish of Sussex, the Rev. David
Barrett; Pentecost Mission (Missao
dePentecostes), Lay Ministry Jardson
Tenorio, Jaboatao, Brazil.

28: Parish of Tobique, theRev. David
Perks; theRev. CanonGeorgeAkerley
(R); Zion Mount Missionary Station
(Ponto Missionario Monte Siao), the
Rev. Leonides Menezes,
Umburetama, Brazil .

29: Parish of Upham, the Rev. Philip
Pain; Resurrection Parish (Paroquia
da Ressurreicao), the Rev. Luiz de
Souza Franca, Joao Pessoa, Brazil.
30: Parish of Upper Kennebecasis, the

the penultimatel.dWord

BY JAMES | RVINE

ishestheOnewho startledMary in
a garden early as well. It's as
though something other than com-
passion and mercy could praise
the One who bore scars and sin
and broke bread with followersby
the shore. It’ s as though a liturgi-
cal thank you would satisfy the
heart of the One whose heart em-
braced the heart-broken.

It's like a polite gesture
that concludes an obligation or
response. | ask you for the salt,
and passing the salt | simply con-
cludeour transactionwitha* thank
you.” Nothing more need be
said. You've been praised ... at
least you've been thanked! I've
been satisfied. It is enough, we
think: it isfinished.

Praise, however, isnot po-

Rev.LeoMartin; BonnieLeBlanc; Saint
Paul Parish (Paroquia Sao Paulo), the
Rev. NadjaMariaLinsda Silva, Rev.
Juciara Nascimento, Recife, Brazil.
31: Parishof Victoria, the Rev. David
Kierstead;, Strong House Life Mis-
sionary Station (Ponto Missionario
CasaForte), the Rev. Ricardo Mucio,
Recife, Brazil.

JUNE
1: Anglican CommunicationsSunday:
Pray for the communication of the
Gospel to al the world; Diocese of
Recife: Bishop D. Edward Robinson
deBarrosCavalcanti & staff; Diocese
of Y ukon: Atlin—St. Martin, Licensed
Lay Minister Dorothy Odian & fam-
ily; Bishop Terry Buckle, Blanche
and family; the Ven. Claude Miller,
Coadjutor Bishop-elect, William, our
Bishop, George and Harold, Bishops
Emeriti, and their families.
2: Parishof Waterford & St. Mark, the
Rev. AllenTapley; theRev. RobertB.
Barry (R); Holy Trinity Cathedral
(Catedral da Santissima Trindade),
Dean: the Rev Paulo Ruiz Garcia,
Recife Brazil.
3: Parish of Westfield, (vacant) the
Rev. Don Trivett, interim; Living
WatersMission (Missao AguaViva),
Rev Simea Meldrum, Jardim Brazil.
4: Parish of Westmorland, the Rev.
Robert L eBlanc, Priest-in-Charge; the
Rev. Patrick Blagrave (R); Bethel
Missionary Station (PontoMissionario
Betel), Lay Ministry Evilasio Tenorio,
Recife Brazil.
5: Parish of Wicklow, Wilmott, Ped &
Aberdeen, the Rev. Christopher
VanBuskirk, the Rev. Chris Hayes,
Bethany Parish (Paroguia Betania),
Rev. L eonidesMenezes, RecifeBrazil.
6: Parish of Woodstock, the Ven.
Walter Williams; Paul Ransom,
Wycliffe; Christian Love Mission
(Missao do Amor Cristao), the Rev.
Washington Franco, Maceio Brazil.

7. Parish of Andover, the Rev. John
Mills, Bestitudes Missionary Station
(Ponto Missionario das Bem
Aventurancas), Lay Ministry Armando
Fiel da Costa, Timbauba Brazil.

8: Pray for all church musicians —
organists-choirmaster, choristers,
composers, musi ciansand small voices
that give praise to God; Diocese of
Recife: Bishop D. Edward Robinson
deBarrosCavalcanti & staff; Diocese
of Yukon: Communities of Faro and
Ross River; Bishop Terry Buckle,
Blanche and family; the Ven. Claude
Miller, Coadjutor Bishop-elect,
William, our Bishop, George and
Harold, Bishops Emeriti, and their
families.

9: Parish of Bathurst, the Ven. Doug-
las Patstone; the Rev. Canon Basil
Buckland (R); Good Shepherd Parish
(Paroquia do Boom Pastor), the Rev.
Josafa dos Santos, Salvador Brazil.
10: Parish of Bright, the Rev. lan
Wetmore; Good News Mission
(Missao Boas Novas), Lay Ministry
Israel Cardoso, Caapora Brazil.

11: Parish of Cambridge &
Waterborough, (vacant) the Rev.
Brenda McKnight, priest-in-charge;
the Rev. Eric Caldwell (R); House of
Hope Missionary Station (Ponto
Missionario Casa da Esperanca), the
Rev Miguel Uchoa, Jaboatao Brazil.
12: Parish of Campbellton, the Rev.
William Morton; Good Samaritan Par-
ish(Paroquiado Bom Samaritano), Rev
Filadelfo OliveiraNeto, Recife Brazil.
13: Parish of Campobello, the Rev.
Charles Smart;Terence Chandra,
Wycliffe; Christ Liberator Mission
(Missao Cristo Libertador), the Rev.
Jorge Aquino, Joao Pessoa Brazil.
14: Parish of Canterbury, (vacant) the
Rev. Jane Arnott, Priest-in-Charge;
CommunionMissionary Station (Ponto
Missionario Comunhao), the Rev.
Marcio Meira, Joao Pessoa Brazil.

15:Give thanks for the Anglican
Church of Papua New Guinea; Dio-
cese of Recife: Bishop D. Edward
RobinsondeBarrosCaval canti & staff;
Diocese of Y ukon: Haines Junction —
St. Christopher's, Beaver Creek — St.
Columba, AlaskaHighway mile 918-
1202, theRev. Canon Geoffrey Dixon,
Rosalind Dixon, & Lay Ministry
Team; Bishop Terry Buckle, Blanche
and family; the Ven. Claude Miller,
Coadjutor Bishop-€lect, William, our
Bishop, George and Harold, Bishops
Emeriti, and their families.

16: Parish of Carleton, the Rev. Vic-
ars Hodge; the Rev. Canon Brian
Campion (R); Calvary Parish
(Paroquia do Calvario), the Rev.
Adonias Ramos, Paulista Brazil.

17: Parish of Central Kings (vacant);
HopeMission (MissaodaEsperanca),
Lay Ministry Claudio Linhares, Joao
Pessoa Brazil.

18: Parish of Chatham, the Rev. Alan
Reynolds; theRev. Wally Collett (R);
The Comforter Missionary Station
(PontoMissionario0Consolador), Lay
ministry Antonio Costa, Joao Pessoa
Brazil.

19: Christ Church Cathedral, theVery
Rev. Keith Joyce, the Rev. Elaine
Lucas, the Rev. Pat Drummond, Hon-
orary Assistant, theRev. Canon Hubert
Drillen (R); Christ The Saviour Parish
(ParoquiaCristo 0 Salvador), theRev.
Josafa dos Santos, I1ha de Itaparica
Brazil.

20: Parishof Coldbrook & St. Mary's,
The Rev. Gregory McMullin; David
Larlee, Wycliffe Hall, Oxford, Eng-
land; Jesus of Nazareth Mission
(Missao Jesus de Nazareth), the Rev.
Severino Abel daSilva, S.Goncalodo
Amarante Brazil.

Diocesan intercessions are
available on-line at
www.anglican.nb.ca

Compassion and Mercy

lite. It isn't the automatic courte-
ous response of Miss Manners to
the largesse of another. Praise is
more. Much more. And less. In
largethingsand insmall things, it
is my expression of compassion
and mercy inthelivesof folksl’ve
hurt. The measure is proportion-
ate to the expression of compas-
sionandmercy that hasbeengiven
me as an Easter surprise wrapped
in grace.

agreat bigloudthank youinto

thehurtsand sorrowsneeding
the redemption of my efforts of
compassion and mercy. Jesussaid
asmuch inthe Upper Roomwhen
he breathed on the 10 whom he
found there that first Easter
night. The minion was told that
whomever they might forgive
would be forgiven. And those
whom they chose not to
forgive? Why, they’'d remain
unforgivenof course! Theywould
remain broken. They would re-
main broken-hearted.

Jesus calls those who rec-
ogni ze his compassion and mercy
to reflect his saving health — his
salvation— inthelivesof others.

| don’t do that well, nor do
| engagein it often. | suspect that
you, dear reader, are as negligent
as |. Get close to the broken-

I mitatio dei draws me beyond

hearted and discouraged andworn-
downfolks?Therisk appearstobe
amost too great. We'd prefer to
givevoiceto Easter praisein other
ways. Thrilling Alleluias are al-
ways more fun than | can
manage. Having sung myself
hoarse, | fed that | have praised
the One whose wounds measurea
costly sense of compassion and
mercy.

I’m dismayed to think that
this isn’'t enough. That it never
will beenough. | havelearnedthat
more is wanted and what that is
will inevitably beless. Theauthor
of our salvation wants our com-
passion and mercy, inadequate
though they will be. Not compas-
sion and mercy reverently laid at
his feet, but courageously ex-
pressedinthelivesof others, hun-
gry for it, thirsting for it. That is
wanted more than praise. That
becomes praise. Inits provision,
for al my inadequacy, | discover
that praise writ large and spoken
loudfillsaredeemedworld. Com-
passion and mercy, though lim-
ited by my awkwardness in com-
ing close to the heart-felt hurts of
others, exceeds the purest note of
my praise.

The opportunity for praise
doesn’'t evade us. At every turn |
discover thoseneedful of thecom-
passion and gracethat hastouched

me. Inastranger’ sfaceand inthe
soiled face | see the victim of a
broken world, and in that identity
| see wounds reminiscent of a
scourging and thornsand nails. In
afamiliar faceandinthesparkling
face| seethe samevictim, hidden
beneath a veneer of frightened
courage. Each one is an opportu-
nity for time invested, an engag-
ing ear and a careful touch.

The opportunity, I'm dis-
covering, iscloseat handand at a
great distance as well.

| am moved to seetheface
of theinnocent unjustly sentenced
by Pilate in the countenances of
Iragi Muslims and Isragli Jews as
they cradletheir deadintheir arms,
the nameless targets of smart
bombsand suicidebombers. Jesus
invariably standswith the broken
of this world without sectarian
bias. After all, his objectiveisto
redeemtheworld. | amstruck how
selfish and silly my praise has
beeninthepast, safely offeredand
disengagedfromaworldforwhich
the King of all Creation spent his
lifedemonstrating compassionand
mercy.

Copyright © 2003 JamesT. Irvine
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It Isn't easy for families with young children to get to church

We need to be
sureit isworth
the effort

BY PATRICIA DRUMMOND

n Ash Wednesday | cel
ebrated the Eucharist
with the imposition on

ashesat the Cathedral —well, not
actually the Cathedral but the
lounge at Cathedral hall, sincethe
Cathedral is undergoing such ex-
tensive renovation work that mid-
week services are not being held
therefor thetimebeing. Neverthe-
less, theatmospherewasreverent,
subdued and meditative.

The next day | was on a
planeheaded for Toronto to spend
four days babysitting the three
grandchildren who live there,
Alex, six, and twins Amy and
Emily, who were two in January.
It was not what | had planned
when | booked my flight way back
in December. | had thought it
would be a bit of a holiday, and
really niceto seethefamily. Then
my son waslaid off in acorporate
re-shuffle. Amazingly helanded a
new position in Moncton.

What | had planned as a
holiday turnedinto an opportunity
for my daughter-in-law Susan to
do some house-hunting in
Moncton. It was aso an opportu-
nity for meto be reminded of just
how much effort it isfor families
withyoung childrento get themto
church each Sunday.

| arrivedin Torontointime
totakepart inthe bedtimeroutine,
and to spend the evening studying

thelist of all possibleeventualities
which Susan had prepared. This
included what the children usu-
ally ate for breakfast, lunch and
supper, their favourite activities
and TV programs, thefriendswho
might ask Alex to play or want to
visit, and the usua times for al
these things. Susan left at 11
o’ clock the following morning.

It wasn't long before the
“how to do church on Sunday”
guestion began to nag at me. The
service during which nursery was
offeredwasat 9:30, which seemed
horrendously early sincel had not
managed to get dressed until 10
o'clock on Saturday morning. |
planned meticulously. On Satur-
day night | packed a bag of dia-
pers, snacksand afew books, then
put out the breakfast things, laid
out clothes and went to bed early
withtheaarm set for 6:30. By the
time the Sunday morning calls
from the cribsbecameincessant, |
was washed and dressed and the
dog was outside.

| changedtheqgirls diapers
and gave them some milk, which
they had while they watched the
Tigger movie on the TV in their
parents’ room. Then it wasdown-
stairs for Cheerios (girls) and Di-
nosaur egg oatmeal (Alex), fol-
lowed by toast, peanut butter and
juice. Amywouldn’'tlet melift her
into her high chair until Emily had
almost finished, but I'd already
learnt not to insist. Oncethere she
made up for lost time, though.

| managed my breakfast on
the run.

Two more diaper changes

and clothesfor thekidscamenext.
| decided against struggling with
dressesandtights, and put thegirls
in blouses and overalls, pink for
Emily and purplefor Amy. A clash
of wills came next. Alex insisted
that the Maple Leaf t-shirt I'd
brought him as a gift was perfect
church-going attire, even though
he had been wearing it since |
came, including to bed the night
before. Well, it was acompliment
inaway, so we compromised —
he wore the t-shirt and put his
Aran sweater over the top.

| added juice and indoor
shoes to the bag I'd packed the
night before, we got our outdoor
clotheson, and madefor thecar. |
wasthinking smugly that wewere
even going to be early. Pride goes
beforeafall. | hadn’t checked out-
side. When | let the dog out into
the back garden | hadn’t noticed
that there had been three to four
inches of new snow/freezing rain.
The car was covered.

Alex was excited. He
grabbed the brush and started to
attack the car. | got the girlsinto
their car seats, started the engine,
eventually figured out where de-
frost was, and then helped him.
Their vehicle is an SUV, which
makes sense with three car seats,
but it meant Alex couldn’treachit
all. Theiceonthewindshield also
needed quite a bit of scraping. It
was almost 9:20 before Alex was
strappedinbesidethegirlsand we
were on the road.

The church car park was
full. The only empty space was
reserved for First Time Visitors.

Well, | wasn't quite, but | decided
that in the circumstances God
would forgiveme, soin | went. It
was either that or drive part way
around the block to the overflow
parking area at the high school,
thenwalk back andthroughafence
with three small children.

| arrived in the nursery
breathless anyway. It was staffed
by avery nice older teen who was
a bit startled to see us. We in-
creased her clientele by 400%.
Alex wanted to stay with his sis-
ters rather than go to Sunday
school, andthisseemedlikeagood
idea— I think the teen thought so
too. Alex would be able to come
and get meif therewasaproblem.

Finally, into the church.

The main door to the nave
is at the front. Walking into a
‘strange’ church at the front is
very intimidating, especially when
there are no seats left at the side
and you havetowalk boldly down
the centre aisle. It wasn’t a good
way to welcome a newcomer, or
almost newcomer, but | wasinthe
church and it was quiet. What a
blessing.

The choir and clergy proc-
essed from the back — how did
they getthere?Forty DaysandForty
Nights brought my blood pressure
down abit, but | wasn't feeling the
least bit spiritual and it took most of
theservicefor metobeabletofully
enter into the worship.

The sermon was quite a
disappointment. A congregational
meeting was scheduled right after
the service and the rector took the
opportunity to go over theinsand

outs of the residential schoolsis-
sue before the congregation voted
on how they would raisetheir por-
tion of the Diocese of Niagara
commitment. Having recently at-
tended our own synod on this
matter, it was not personally what
| needed to hear, although it was
interesting to hear adifferent take
on the subject.

Exactly anhour after | entered
thechurch, | wasback inthe nursery.
Amy wasriding thetoy horse, Emily
pushingatruck full of blocksand Alex
supervisng. They'dhadagreattime
and didn’'t want to go home. In fact,
thegirlscried.

as church worth the ef
fort? Yes.
ery littlechildrenknow

no theology, but they are highly
spiritual beings. They are spiritu-
ally fed through their experiences
of theworldand the peoplearound
them. Whenthey areabletoequate
‘church’ withbeingwel comedand
cared for, feeling loved and being
happy they are beginning to un-
derstand the love of God. In this
church that is what they got.
Asfor me, | was helped to
abetter understanding of thelives
of the young families | serve
through my work with the Sunday
schools, and how much dedica-
tion it can taketo get everyoneto
church each Sunday. | also came
to a better understanding of what
they need to find when they get
there if they are to continue to
make the effort.
The Rev. Pat Drummondisdiocesan
director of Chrigtian education.

We need to use our sacred spaces creatively

hank Heaven for May.

I Budding leaves trace the
brittle, barren branches of

fall andwinter withagentle, hope-
ful green. Soontheempty nests, so
cold and vulnerable for so many
months, will once again be shel-
tered, hidden, perhaps even re-
occupied. I'm glad to see the last
of them. They reminded me of
churchesin some communities—
built when the economy was ro-
bust, whenfamily and community
liferevolved around them — now
forlorn. Theflock flew thecoopin
search of better feeding grounds.

As | reflect on this image
and wonder what role the church
plays in today’'s society, | hear
voices from the community call-
ing for partnerswho arewilling to
help carry peopleandfamilieswho
are under-serviced by an over-
worked socia system. They arein
need of what the church doesbest:
serve those in need.

As expenses rise, budgets
shrink and social/spiritual needs
expand, can the church, as a spir-
itual community, build partner-
shipswith other social agenciesin
a way that will strengthen and
support a healthy community? |
believeso. Itisn’tnecessarily easy,

DANCING IN
THE RAIN

Y RUTH QoLEMAN

butitis possible, especially if we
ask ourselves some important
guestions before we begin. Ques-
tionslike: How dowework inthe
community without being offen-
sive, stepping on toes, crossing
the spiritual boundaries? How do
we do the gospel without being
preachy, pushy and self righteous?
and How dowedo all thiswithout
apologizing for our faith?

Surely thechurchhasstrug-
gled with relevance and identity
over the past three decades more
thanit hasinall itshistory. | don't
understand why we have such
angst about our faith, because in
my experience there is nothing
more relevant to society than the
message of a loving God who
wants to bring His creation into
fullness of life. The church has a
lot to offer a broken and needy
world. Wehavegood newstoshare
andwecantell theworld whereto
find bread. Not only isit good to

do these things, it is incumbent
upon us to offer. If we serve the
Lord“not only with our lipsbutin
our lives,” | believe we can over-
comethebaggageand stereotypes
we carry because of our past in-
sensitivity.

here's a lot of talk these
I days about community ca
pacity building and many
of our community leadersarel ook-
ing for ways to build pathways
intoexistingsocial structures/faith
communities. They want to aid
and assist the building and mobi-
lizingof acommunity’ g/faithcom-
munity’s assets. It is time for the
church to step up to the plate and
share its resources. Perhaps we
could even borrow some of the
community’ sexpertise. | lovethe
concept of reciprocity.

As a person who worksin
the community, | find it interest-
ing to hear Christians pray for
outreach and ministry opportuni-
ties when we are surrounded by
such need. While missions are a
great opportunity tolearn, itisnot
necessary to travel across conti-
nents to minister to the poor and
needy. Every family, every clus-
ter of humanity isin need of some

form of support—you don’t have
tolook far to seethat. Thecommu-
nity needs to be nurtured, loved,
healed, forgivenandrestored. God,
through the church, isjust the per-
sontodoit. | makeno apology for
my faithin God because | know of
no other personor systemthatisas
effective in the field of restora-
tion.

fast-breaking newsherewhen

| say some of our own Angli-
can churches are in decline. In
some areas, the Diocese of
Fredericton is like the bare tree
supporting a few empty nests. In
some areas those nests are being
filled again. Trinity Churchinthe
heart of uptown Saint John, for
example, will soon share spacein
its renovated hall with a commu-
nity-based agency. Boththechurch
andthecommunity will beblessed
by this partnership. The church
will once again feel the burst of
life as the community passes
through its doors. The agency, on
the other hand, will have an op-
portunity to work in afacility that
will accommodate the many serv-
ices it renders to the community.

I realizel am not reporting any

Peoplefromboth sectorswill work
together. It's a marriage made in
heaven, but like all marriages it
must be upheld in prayer.

Like Joni Mitchell, “I've
looked at lifefromboth sidesnow”
— as acommunity partner work-
ing in a social agency and as a
believer in a faith community.
When | hear my colleagues talk
about their dreams and idesas to
build healthy communities| real-
ize their aspirations are the same
asthose of usin Mothers' Union,
prayer groups, and church congre-
gationsingeneral. Itistimefor the
community andthechurchtoseize
the moment, serve those in need,
and praiseGodfor theopportunity
and the ability to do so.

We need use our sacred
spaces creatively, to welcome to
those who enter our doors. The
work of partnership and collabo-
ration is not easy, but as a little
bird told me, neither is building a

Ruth Coleman lives and writes in Hampton



